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Claiming God's Promises 
By Maud E. Cramer 


God is faithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape. 
—Ii1 Cor. 10:13. 

HEN temptation fierce assails me, 
And my soul begins to fear, 
Then the Comforter reminds me 
Of some promise known and dear. 


When I straightway claim that promise, 
Humbly thankful on my knees, 
Strength is mine to win the battle; 
Foiled again, the tempter flees. 
‘ 


George Whitefield's Cheerfulness 


Do -we commend the Gospel to 
others? Do our countenances and our 
speech create a hunger in other hearts 
to know more about the Saviour? Or, 
must others think,—and perhaps even 
our own children,—as they watch us 
and listen to us, “Well, if that is all the 
Gospel can do for a man, I don’t see any 
difference between him and anybody 
else, and I don’t want # be a Christian !” 
We cannot have, nor do we want, the 
superficial and thoughtless gaiety of the 
world; which often hides aching hearts. 
But surely, if we have an ounce of 
thankfulness for God’s marvelous grace 
in forgiving us, if we know something 


of the peace that passeth understanding, 
if we really believe that our Lord is 
coming again, then our looks and our 
words ought to show it. Of the great 
evangelist, George Whitefield, Bishop 
Ryle writes: “He was eminently a re- 
joicing Christian, whose very demeanor 
recommended his Master’s service. A 
venerable lady of New York, after his 
death, when speaking of the influences 
by which the Spirit won her heart to 
God, used these remarkable words, — 
‘Mr. Whitefield was so cheerful that it 
tempted me to become a Christian.’” 
What kind of temptation are we to 
others? Are we stumbling blocks, or 
steppingstones? 


Pad 


Keeping Our Balance 

Trials and blessings both have their 
part in keeping us steady. God allows 
us to have as much of either as is best 
for us. We gladly receive good things 
from His hand, but how do we take the 


burdens? It might help us sometimes 
if we could think of our life as a kind 
of scale or balance held in God’s hand, 
and in which He places just the right 
weights. The needle or indicator should 
always point straight up, but too much 
weight on either side will incline it to 
the right or left. If we had the choice 
of the weights, we might pick out all 
the blessings and put them on the right 
side, But then we could easily become 
too confident and self-satisfied, and for- 
get to look up continually to God. On 
the other hand, trials untempered by 
any blessing might drive us to despair. 
So our loving, watchful Heavenly Father, 
who knows our hearts, measures out 
with His own hand just v-:t we need. 
Why should we think for one moment 
that His hand, which in the person of 
His Son was pierced for us, ever could 
or would make a mistake? The trials 
will never seem too severe, nor the bur- 
dens too heavy, if we view them as 
having been first weighed in that won- 
derful Hand. 


WILLINGNESS 


E Commander of the heavenly 
armies does not seek drafted men 
in His service. He seeks volun- 
teers. We get the word “volunteer” from 
a Latin one, voluntarius, signifying, “of 
a person’s own free will.” It was such 
“enlisted” warriors in whom Deborah 
and Barak rejoiced, as in that early 
hymn of praise they referred to God’s 
avenging victory, “when the people will- 
ingly offered themselves” (Judges 5:2). 
This subject of willingness suggests 
four questions: What? Who? Why? 
How? 
I. WHat Is WILLINGNESS? 
It is seen in the case of the small girl 
who was carrying a big baby. A stranger 


=== 
Comfort for Dark Days 


“For the Lord thy God is a 
merciful God; he will not forsake 
thee, neither destroy thee, nor for- 
get the covenant of thy fathers 
which he sware unto them” (Deut. 
4:31). 





























meeting her asked, “Isn’t he a pretty : 


large load for you?” She resented that 
implied sympathy, saying, “Why, he’s my 
brother !” Love made the burden light, 
transforming duty into delight. 

Willingness is fundamentally a matter 

of the heart rather than of volition. Of 
course, we must say, “Lord, I will follow 
-thee.” Did a rainstorm ever make a 
lover unwilling to keep his appointment 
to meet his beloved? If we are vio- 
lently in love with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
a heavy downpour will not prevent us 
from meeting Him at the prayer meet- 
ing or the Sunday service. Thus is 
brought to pass the saying, “Many waters 
cannot quench love, neither can the 
floods drown it” (Song of Sol. 8:7). And 
this applies to religious work as well 
as worship, 

This is weatherproof religion, the 
“faith which worketh by love.” It is 
saying from the soul, 

Ready to speak, ready to think, 
Ready with heart and brain; 


Ready to stand where He sees fit, 
Ready to stand the strain. 


“He that complies against his will is 
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of his own opinion still.”° Here we see 
pretended willingness. “Lord, I am will- 
ing to be made willing.” This is an 
advance from the former attitude. “I 
delight to do thy will, O my God.” Here 
is willingness perfect, beautiful, dynamic. 
Tennyson sang, “Our wills are ours to 
make them thine.” 


Il. WHo Are Briste EXAMPLES OF 
WILLINGNESS? 


Among many that could be mentioned 
King David and his subjects are beauti- 
ful in their devotion and sacrifice. He 
is nearing life’s sunset, but wishes to 
provide materials for building the Tem- 
ple, which will be erected by Solomon. 
The Israelites are given an opportunity 
to help in the holy preparation. Im- 
mense is the amount of gold, .silver, gems, 
brass, and iron that is brought. Hilari- 
ous is that donating; “then the people 
rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, 
because with perfect heart they offered 
willingly! to the Lord” (1 Chron. 29:9). 

The wall builders at Jerusalem are 
another example. “All the wall was 
joined togethér unto the half thereof: 
for the people had a mind to work” (Neh. 
4:6). They had first a “willing mind” 
*(2 Cor. 8:12), and then were seen the 
working harids. 

An illustrious example of willingness 
is also seen in the case of the Mace- 
donians. Though they knew great tribu- 
lation and “deep poverty,” they were 
notable givers of their moneys to the 
work of God. “Yea, and beyond their 
power they were willing of themselves” 
(2 Cor. 8:3). 

In making donations to the cause of 
Christ they are conspicuous in the third 
class of the following category: it has 
been said that folks supplying money 
to religious enterprises are in one of 
three lists: (1) Those who are like the 
flint rock; some energy must be used to 
get any contribution. (2) Those who are 
like the saturated sponge; just a slight 
pressure and it parts with its moisture. 
(3) Those who are like the full honey- 
comb, whose offering flows out sweetly 
of itself. 

And as with money, so with service. 


Ill, Way Must Tuere Be WILLINGNESS? 


Because it is only when this is pres- 
ent that the offering is acceptable to 
God, His warriors are not conscripts. 
Not as the Persian soldiers are they, 
who were forced into battle with whips. 
Their motive power is not the lash of 
duty, but the “cords of love.” “Draw 
me, we will run after thee.” 

* There was a time in my work for 
God when I experienced the iron reign 
of compulsion, and not the golden sway 
of willingness. I was active in the 
church to which I belonged. But it was 
compulsion, not impulsion. Conscience 
insisted, “You must.” But the day came 
when I found Christ as the dynamic 
Saviour. Gone then was the iron bond- 
age; love sang to me, “You may.” Truly 

‘I rejoiced “to run in the way of thy 
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commandments.” I was in “a new; sweet- 
world” of rainbows and sunlight. 

The change I knew as a bicycle rider 
years ago illustrates my transformation. 
At first I propelled myself laboriously 
by foot power. But eventually there was 
attached to my bicycle a little gasoline 
motor. Gone was my wearisome toiling 
as I traveled. on that “wheel.” All I 
needed to do was to get the spark, hav- 
ing turned on the gasoline, and away I 
went “like the lightnings.” I laughed 
at the hills, distance no more had terror 
for me. A power outside of me was 
providing energy. 

IV. How Is Tuts. WILLINGNESS OBTAINED? 

I have already partially answered the 
question. “Thy people shail be willing 
in the day of thy power” (Psa. 110:3). 
That bicycle of mine had received a 
dynamo; then I could “run, and not be 
weary.” When I, a duty-driven religious 
worker, met the Lord Jesus, a dynamo 
was put into my soul. It was the power 
(dynamis, in the Greek, from which we 














Forgiveness for Christians 


Please explain the true interpretation of 
Hebrews 10:26,—for the sake of a young 
woman who believes there is no restora- 
tion for a Christian who has sinned. 

Her life had been a beautiful Christian 
testimony, and then during a time she 
was going through deep waters of grief 
and sorrow she yielded to temptation, and 
since that time she has never ceased to 
grieve over her mistake, 

Surely Eve was not more sorely tempted 
by Satan in the form of a beautiful crea- 
ture than was this young woman. Her 
tempter was clothed in the garment of a 
shepherd of a flock whom she had trusted 
because of his apparent perfection and 
Christian life. 

Is it possible there is no word of hope 
that she may be forgiven and fully re- 
stored that she may again be a testimony 
for her Redeemer? 

Some interpreters claim there is no way 
to be restored, but we believe there is an 
Advocate with the Father. 

Please help this young woman by your 
interpretation. Thank you—it will mean 
everything to a soul who has all but given 
up.—A Missouri reader. 


There is indeed more than one word 
of hope.for this young woman, and other 
believers who have fallen into sin. God’s 
gracious invitations and promises to re- 
pentant sinners gleam through the Old 
Testament like the myriads of stars in 
the Syrian sky; and the Gospel of His 
grace shines like the sun through the 
New Testament. But what of Hebrews 
10:26, that rather hard text which reads: 
‘For if we sin wilfully after that we 
have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more sacri- 
fice for sins”? 

It will be noted that here there is no 
new birth or regeneration, although those 
of whom the apostlegis speaking “have 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 
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get-the word dynarno) of. the- love of 
God shed in my soul by the Holy Spirit. 
Then I could say, “The love of Christ 
constraineth us” (2 Cor. 5:14). The time 
had come when I was not “compelled 
by a program, but impelled by a per- 
sonality.” 

The Macedonians furnish a secret as 
to the “how” of this willingness: they 
“first gave their own selves to the Lord” 
(2. Cor. 8:5). Surrender, and then con- 
quest! Blessed paradox of the cross! 
the victims become victors! Peter was 
not willing to witness for Christ: before 
an insignificant maidservant. Later he 
stood before the most powerful people 
of Jerusalem, and boldly, joyfully, con- 
fessed the Name. What made the dif- 
ference between Peter the coward; and 
Peter the conqueror? He had received 
the “dynamo” of Pentecost, and was.a 
willing witness in Jerusalem (Acts 1:8). 
With Paul he could say, “I am ready 
..+ to die at Jerusalem for the name 
of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 21:13). 


received the knowledge of the truth.” 
“There is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12), and certainly “there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins” for 
those who willfully and deliberately. re- 
ject the sacrifice of Christ upon the cross, 
Several commentators agree on this in- 
terpretation, as for example: 


The sin here mentioned is a total and 
final apostasy, when men with a full and 
fixed will and resolution despise and re- 
ject Christ, the only Saviour, — despise 
and resist the Spirit, the only sanctifier, 
—and despise and renounce the Gospel, 
the only way of salvation, and the words 
of eternal life; and all this after they have 
known, owned, and professed, the Chris- 
tian religion, and continue to do so obsti- 
nately and maliciously.—Matthew Henry. 


A violation not only of the law, but of 
the whole economy of the New Testament 

\ - Wilfully — presumptuously, 
Greek “willingly.” ... Not a sin of igno- 
rance, or error (“out of the way,” the re- 
sult) of infirmity, but a deliberate sinning 
against the Spirit (v. 29; ch. 5:2): such 
sinning, where a consciousness of Gospel 
obligations not only was, but is present: 
a sinning presumptuously and persever- 
ingly against Christ’s redemption for us, 
And the Spirit of grace in us.—Jamieson, 
Fausset and Brown. 


In the new and enlarged edition of 
“Bible Questions Answered,”1 Dr. Wil- 
liam L. Pettingill has this to say: 

‘The 26th verse speaks of those who “gin 
wilfully” after having received -(not_sal- 
vation, but) “the knowledge of the truth.” 
Many a man has the knowledge of the 
truth who nevertheless refuses to walk in 
the truth. He knows that Jesus ic a Sav- 
iour, and.yet he rejects Him. Now, in 


1 Fundamental Truth Publishers, Findlay, 
Ohio, $2. 


(Continued on page 438) 
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The testimony of His miracles and 
fulfilled prophecy 



























(3) 435 











The Evidence of Christ's Unique Life 


By T. Stanley Soltau 














A previous article the unique per- 
son of Jesus Christ was discussed as 
one of the reasons why I believe 

that He was the Son of God. In this 
article the evidence of His unique life 
will be considered. It is unnecessary to 
say that any attempt to deal with such 
tremendous subjects, in brief articles, as 
these must necessarily be, can do noth- 
ing more than briefly outline some of 
the main elements. 

When we read the accounts of the life 
of Jesus of Nazareth, as they are re- 
corded in the four Gospels, there are two 
things which immediately set that life 
apart from the lives of all others, namely: 
the miracles that He wrought and the 
fulfillment of prophecy. 


IL. His Miracles 


The miracles that characterized the 
life of Jesus Christ were great both in 
variety and in number; they were great 
also in the revelation of the divine power 
with which they were wrought. 


1, THerm MOorTIvEe 
There was a threefold motive which 


lay behind nearly all of the Lard’s mir- | 


acles which are recorded. It was as fol- 
lows: ' 


(1) Compassion. The tenderness of 
His heart and His compassion for the 
suffering and the sorrowing was doubt- 
less one of the foremost underlying 
motives of many of His works of mercy 
(Mark 1:41; 6:34; 8:2; 9:22). 

(2) To Increase Faith. The motive of 
His miracles was never to create faith, 
where none before existed. When those 
who failed to believe on Him demanded 
a sign or miracle, which would convince 
them of the deity of His person or of the 
truth of His claims, such was always re- 
fused (Matt. 12:38, 39; 16:1, 4; John 2: 

.18). Not only so,unbelief was the cause 

of “not many mighty works” being done 
in Nazareth (Matt. 13:58). While mir- 
acles were never wrought to produce 
faith, on the other hand, where faith 
existed, although it was weak, miracles 
were often wrought to confirm it in 
order that it might be strengthened. To 
create surprise or to make an impression 
was never the purpose of Christ Jesus, 
as may be seen from the way in which 
many of His works of mercy were done 
in private (Mark 5:40; 7:33), and when 
accomplished, those who were healed 
were admonished not to publish abroad 
what had been done for them (Matt. 9: 
30; 12:16; 17:9; Mark 1:44). ‘ 

(3) To manifest His power over spir- 

itual forces. This was specifically men- 


_ Christ. | Leprosy, 
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This is the second article in the series 
by Mr. Soltau on “Why I Believe 
That Jesus Christ Is the Son of God.” 
In last week’s issue Mr. Soltau pre- 
sented the “Evidence of His Unique 
Person,” emphasizing the perfection 
and universality of His character. 
The series will run for several 
more issues, and in coming articles 
Mr. Soltau will discuss the Evidence 
of Christ’s Unique Words, Death, and 
Resurrection. 








tioned in connection with His healing of 
the paralytic (Matt. 9:6). . 


2. THEIR NATURE 


When we come to consider the mir- 
acles themselves, it is easy to classify 
them in accordance with what they re- 
veal concerning the power by which 
they were wrought. Taking them up in 
this way we see that in the miracles of 
Jesus Christ were manifested: 


(1) His Power over Nature. As was 
befitting Him who came as “the Word” 
(John 1:1), and through whom “all 
things were made” (John 1:3), and who 
was the Source of all creation, His 
authority over that creation was man- 
ifested in various ways. It was revealed 
by calming the storm on the Lake of 
Galilee, with the word of His mouth 
(Luke 8:24, 25); by walking on the 
waters Himself and causing His disciple 
Peter to do the same (Matt. 14: 25-32); 
by the transformation of water into wine 
(John 2:1-10), and by the multiplica- 
tion of the scanty resources of the dis- 
ciples, so that the large multitudes who 
had thronged to hear His words were 
amply fed, and much was left over 
(Matt. 14:13-21; 15:32-38). As the One 
who had brought into being both ani- 
mal and vegetable life, He showed His 
authority over the movement of the fish 
(Luke 5:4-7; Matt. 17:27; John 21:6), 
and also in depriving of life the fig tree 
which had failed to bear fruit though it 
had put forth leaves which usually ap- 
pear after the fruit has formed (Mark 
11: 12-14). 

(2) His Power over Disease. Prob- 
ably the healing of diseases of all kinds 
were the most numerous of all the vari- 
eties of the miracles wrought by Jesus 
paralysis, dropsy, 
bloody flux, epilepsy, blindness, dumb- 
ness, and fevers are all specifically men- 
tioned, as well as “all manner of dis- 
ease and all manner of sickness” (Matt. 


4:23; 9:35) which were healed. All 


these healings were complete, and were 
also instantaneous with but two excep- 
tions (John 9:1-11; Mark 8:22-26), in 
which cases there seem to have been defi- 
nite reasons for a slight delay, in order 
to test and to develop the faith of the 


blind men who were healed. 


(3) His Power over Evil Spirits. 
Numerous mentions are made of the 
casting out of evil spirits from the per- 
sons who were “possessed” by them. In 
so-called Christian lands, where such 
phenomena are not often seen, it is com- 
monly supposed that demons or evil 
spirits, even if they did actually exist in 
olden days, have long since disappeared 
and can be dismissed as probably being 
in the same class as hobgoblins and 
ghosts. There are several things, how- 
ever, in this connection which are 
worthy of serious consideration. 

(a) The Lord not only never denied or 
spoke lightly of the existence of either 
Satan—the Devil—or of evil spirits 
or demons; on the contrary, on numer- 
ous occasions He referred to Satan as 
“the prince of this world,” and when 
He was tempted of him in the wilder- 
ness, made no attempt to deny or to re- 
fute the authority claimed by the Devil 
of controlling the glory of the kingdoms 
of the world (Matt. 4:8, 9). 

(b) On a number of occasions when 
Christ Jesus came into contact with 
demon-possessed persons, even before 
He spoke to them they recognized Him, 
not as Jesus of Nazareth, but as “the 
Son” or the “Holy One of God” (Matt. 
8:29; Mark 1:24; 3:11). They at once 
recognized the deity of His person, al- 
though the crowds failed to do so, and 
their religious leaders stoutly denied it. 
The demons not only recognized His 
authority to cast them out (Mark 1:27), 
but they were also perfectly aware of 
His mission and that He would finally 
be eternally victorious over them and 
over their ruler Satan (Mark 1:24). 
They even knew that the time for His 
final victory and their final destruction 
had not then arrived and was still in 
the future (Matt. 8:29-31; Luke 4:34). 

(c) It is a well-known fact among 
foreign missionaries, who have lived in 
lands where superstition and idolatry 
still hold sway, that all the phenomena 
of demon possession as described in the 
New Testament are commonplace. This 
includes. the name “Legion” when a 
number of spirits are resident in one 
person, and there is a well-authenticated 
case in China where the spirits on being 
dispossessed in answer to prayer, went 





—— 


4% (4) 


into a herd of cattle and thereby caused 
their destruction. 


(4) His Power over Death. Still more . 


striking as evidence of the divine Per- 
son who wielded it, was His power over 
death itself. It was on the occasion of 
the raising of Lazarus that He spoke 
those familiar words which have brought 
inexpressible comfort to so many others, 
“I am the resurrection, and the life: he 
that believeth on me, though he die, yet 
shall he live: and whosoever liveth and 
believeth on me shall never die” (John 
11:25, 26). The same _ supernatural 
power was seen in the raising of Jairus’ 
daughter (Luke 8:49-56), and the widow 
of Nain’s son (Luke 7:11-16). 

(5) His Use of This Power. Not only 
‘was the power which Christ Jesus man- 
ifested in His miracles unique in itself, 
but. the use which he made of it was 
also unique. It was never used merely 
for the purpose of display or sensation- 
alism, nor was it ever used for the pur- 
pose of self-aggrandizement nor even 
for His own comfort or convenience, but 
only for the sake of others and espe- 
cially for the poor, the suffering, the sor- 
rowing, and the unloved. As He said of 
Himself, “the Son of man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister” 
(Matt. 20:28). His use of His divine 
power in the working of miracles is in 
striking fulfillment of these words. 


Ii. His Fulfillment of Prophecy 


Another outstanding characteristic of 
the life of Jesus Christ which sets it 
quite apart from all others, was the re- 
markable way in which it fitted in with 
a divinely prearranged plan. This strik- 
ing fact is referred to by Peter in one of 
his sermons and in one of his prayers 
recorded in the Book of Acts. On the 
day of Pentecost, Peter said, “Him, be- 
ing delivered up by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
by the hand of lawless men did crucify 
and slay” (Acts 2:23), and in his prayer, 
“for of a truth in this city against thy 
holy servant Jesus, whom thou didst 
anoint, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles and the peoples of Is- 
rael, were gathered together, to do 
whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel 
foreordained to come to pass” (Acts 4: 
27, 28). 

On several occasions the Lord Jesus 
Himself said that His “hour” or His 
“time” had not yet come (John 2:4; 7: 
6, 8; 12:23; 17:1) and thereby revealed 
His consciousness that the purpose of 
His life was not only to “do the will of 
the Father” (John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38), but 
to fulfill it in each and every detail, 
both as to time and manner. This con- 
sciousness was first manifested at the 
early age of twelve years, when, for the 


first time, He accompanied His parents . 


to Jerusalem, to attend the Passover 
feast, in accordance with Jewish law. 
The words which fell from His youth- 
ful lips, “Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s-business?” (Luke 2: 
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49), were a clear indication to Joseph 
and to Mary of the way in which He 
was already aware of the divine mis- 
sion which lay before Him to be brought 
to fulfillment. 


Throughout the Old Testament there 
are a great many prophetic: statements, 
uttered hundreds of years before the 
birth of Jesus Christ, which contain, not 
only definite promises that He would 
be born, but also give clear and in some 
cases detailed statements as to the family 
and place o His birth, the manner of 
His life and, even more exactly, the cir- 
cumstances of His death and burial. In 
this article it is possible to refer only 
to a few of these remarkable prophecies, 
and a careful study of them and of the 
many others will convince anyone who 
reads them with an open mind, that as 
to their origin, exactness, and fulfill- 
ment they are unique in the world’s 
literature. It will, moreover, be seen 
that the One whose coming they. fore- 
told centuries before His birth, and 
whose life and death were such a per- 
fect fulfillment of them, could be none 
other than the Son of God, whose mis- 
sion had been decided in the eternal 
councils of God and whose earthly life 
was in perfect harmony with the prede- 
termined plan. 


Some of the outstanding of these 
prophecies are as follows: 


1. THe Fmst MENTION 


The first prophecy concerning Him 
who was to come is found in Genesis 3: 
15 and is often called the Protevangelion 
or First Gospel. It occurred immediately 
after. the entrance of sin into.the world 
through the Fall, as a result of which a 
divine curse had fallen upon the ser- 
pent, the woman (Eve), the man (Adam), 
and upon the soil itself, Dr. Panton of 
England has referred to this fourfold 
curse as, “The Sliding Serpent, the Tra- 
vailing Woman, the Sweated Laborer, 
and the Thorny Hedge.” However, right 
in the midst of this fourfold curse, God, 
in His mercy, inserted the wonderful 
promise, “And I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between. 
thy seed and her seed: he shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 
This promise contains a threefold state- 
ment: (1) The unremitting enmity. be- 
tween the serpent and the woman and 
her Seed. (2) The bruising of the heel 
of the woman’s Seed by the serpent. 
(3) The fatal wounding (bruising of the 
head) of the serpent by the woman’s 
Seed, who, of course, is Jesus Christ. 
The way of referring to the coming One 
as the “seed of the woman” is significant. 
Under ordinary circumstances, he would 
naturally be referred to as the man’s 
seed, for it is through the man that. the 


line of heredity is traced. -it.seems clear. 


that this first of all prophetic passages, 
in looking forward to the birth of Jesus 
Christ, not only points forward to: His 


_ death through the enmity: of the great: 
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Adversary and to His glorious victory 
over him, but also to His virgin birth, 
which alone would explain the un- 
usual manneér‘in which reference is made 
to Him as being the Seed of the woman. 


2. As to His Race. anp Famity 


(1) Of the Seed of Abraham (Gen. 
12:2, 3). These verses have often been 
called the fountainhead of prophecy, for 
they speak of the covenant between God 
and Abraham, the development of which 
is the theme of the Old Testament, and 
the fulfillment of which is unfolded in 
the New Testament. It speaks here of 
the new nation (Israel), of its relation 
to the other peoples, and of its destiny 
to bring universal blessing. This last 
clause is often repeated in later pas- 
sages, and it. is clearly. seen that the 
universal blessing is to be brought about 
through a Person. 

(2) Of .the Tribe of Judah (Gen. 49: 
10). The dying Jacob, in his last bless- 
ing,.set aside. Reuben his firstborn and 
chose Judah as the one who should hold 
the scepter and should bear the “ruler’s 
staff,” 

(3) Of the House of David (2 Sam. 7). 
This chapter is one of the most remark- 
able of all the Messianic prophecies. 


David had desired to build a house for. 


God in which He might dwell among 
His people. God did not permit David 
to do this but promised that his son 
Solomon should do so. He then goes 
on to promise to give David a “house.” 
This house should be a royal house (v. 
12); it should continue forever (v. 13) 
and there should be Father and Son re- 
lationship between God and David's suc- 
cessor (v. 14). 


3. As To His Brat 


(1) The Place. He should be born in 
Bethlehem of Judea (Mic. 5:2. Compare 
Matt. 2:15). He should come out of 
Egypt (Hos. 11:1. Compare Matt. 2:15). 

(2) The Time (Dan. 9:24-26), The 
angel Gabriel, who was not seen again 
until he appeared to Mary five hundred 
years later (Luke 1:26), told Daniel of 
the sixty-nine weeks which should elapse 
between the going forth of the com- 
mandment under Cyrus, to rebuild Jeru- 
salem, until “the anointed one be cut 
off.” As Sir Robert Anderson has shown, 
this elapse of time was exactly fulfilled 
at the time of the triumphal entry and 
it would therefore indicate in general 
the time of the birth of this “anointed 
one,” approximately thirty years before. 
It--was doubtless this prophecy which 
had brought the attention of the Magi to 
the event for whose star they had been 
looking. 

(3) The Manner. 

(a) Born of a virgin and to be named 
Immanuel (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-22). 

Ab) His birth to be the occasion for 
weeping in Ramah (Jer. 31:15; Matt, 2: 
18)... 6: Pe 
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4. As To His Lire 

(1) To be characterized by the pres- 
ence and power of the Holy Spirit (sa. 
61:1; Luke 4:1, 14, 18). 

(2) To be characterized by a mission 
of mercy and hope (Isa. 61:1, 2; Luke 4: 
18, 19, 36,40). 

(3) To be characterized by words of 
comfort and encouragement (Isa. 50:4; 
John 4:22). 

(4) To include the triumphal entry on 
the colt of an ass (Zech. 9:9; Matt. 21: 
4-10). 

5. As To His DeaTH 

(1) He was to suffer, the innocent for 
the guilty (Isa. 53:6; Mark 10:45; Luke 
23:4, 14, 15, 22). 

(2) He was to be sold for thirty 
pieces of silver, and a potter’s field 
should be bought with the money (Zech. 
11:12, 13; Matt. 27:9, 10). 

(3) He was to be forsaken by all His 
friends (Psa. 69:20; Mark 14:49). 

(4) He was to be betrayed by a friend 
(Psa. 55:12-14, 20, 21; Mark 14: 43-45). 

(5) To be crucified (Psa, 22:1-21). 
This passage is all the more remarkable 
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for it gives with photographic detail a 
picture of the Crucflixion (8 or 9 sep- 
arate details are included), although 
written at least two hundred years be- 
fore execution by crucifixion had come 
into existence. 

(6) The innocent to suffer with the 
wicked (Isa. 53:9; Luke 23:32). 

(7) To be buried in the grave of a rich 
man (Isa. 53:9; Luke 23: 50-53). 

It should be noted that both in the 
prophecies and in the Gospel records, 
His death was portrayed as a very im- 
portant and essential part of His mission. 
This may be seen from the space given 
to this subject and from the details in 
both prophecy and fulfillment. 

These representative prophecies alone 
are sufficiently numerous and detailed, 
in their utterance and in their exact ful- 
fillment so as to preclude any possibility 
of mere chance or happening. The sov- 
ereign purposes of God in their prepara- 
tion, and the deity and majesty of God’s 
Son in their fulfillment are the great 
realities to whieh they bear indispu- 
table evidence. 


(To be continued) 
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A Proving Ground for Pioneers 


Spartan life and rigorous training at the 


Prairie Bible Institute in Alberta 


HEN the Commandos went ashore 

at Dieppe, their bravery, endur- 
ance, unquestioning obedience to officers, 
and singleness of purpose were all the 
result of long, hard training which had 
eliminated the weaklings even before they 
stepped aboard the Channel transports. 
They acquitted themselves like men, even 
though several thousand gave up their 
lives. So it is with pioneer missionaries 
who endure. They are not made on 
ocean liners between New York and 
Cape Town, or San Francisco and Shang- 
hai. Long before they leave these shores 
they have made their decisions to be 
“all out” for God, to endure hardness 
as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, and 
they. have caught something of the com- 
passion of Christ and the apostles for 
the unsaved multitudes. 

Our well-known Bible institutes, such 
as the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, 
—a kind of standard school on which 
others have been modeled,—the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles, the Philadelphia 
School .of the Bible, the Bible Institute 
of Pennsylvania, and many others, have 
done a great work in training men and 
women who are now preaching the Gos- 
pel throughout this country and in the 


four corners of the earth. There is an-- 


other school, not so well known perhaps, 
which has had an unusual history and 
which seems peculiarly well qualified 


By P. E. Howard, Jr. 





to train workers who look forward to 
service in the hardest kinds of pioneér 
mission fields, both at home and abroad. 
This is the Prairie Bible Institute, at 
Three Hills, Alberta, Can. I attended the 
annual missionary conference at the In- 
stitute held this year from March 28 to 
April 4, and saw its unique plant and 
heard the remarkable story of its growth. 

In 1921 a young farmer, J. F. Kirk, 
heard a returned missionary speak in 
a little country schoolhouse near Three 
Hills, Kirk was moved to tears, and 
felt that God was calling him to study 
the Bible and teach it to others. He 
started a Sunday school in a needy dis- 
trict, and gathered his kinsfolk for Bible 
study on Sunday afternoons. 

The next year the Kirk clan invited 
L. E. Maxwell of Salina, Kans., to come 
north and teach them. Mr. Maxwell 
had been under the teaching of W. C. 
Stevens and one or two other leaders 
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
In spite of misgivings, he accepted the 
invitation, went to live in one of the 
Kirk farmhouses, and began to instruct 
eight teen-age young people. Thus was 


started the Prairie Bible Institute, of 


which Mr. Maxwell is today the prin- 
cipal. 

The Institute occupies half a section 
of land (about 320 acres) partly inside 
and partly outside the town limits of 
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Three Hills, which has a population of 
1,200, and which lies 85 miles northeast 
of Calgary. The town is in a hollow in 
the immense wheat fields of the rolling, 
treeless prairies in Alberta. It is on a 
branch of the Canadian National Rail- 
way, and its main business is the pro- 
duction, storage, and transportation of 
wheat. 


The Institute now has more than a 
dozen buildings,—five dormitories, a 
small and a large tabernacle, power- 
house, laundry, barns, houses for the 
faculty, one building containing class- 
rooms, a large dining room, kitchens, 
and bakery, and a new building, recently 
opened, containing offices, library, and 
a small, well-equipped printshop. From 
this pleasant and well-lighted workshop 
are issued the Institute’s two papers, The 
Prairie Pastor and The Prairie Over- 
comer.’ Near the kitchens and under 
ground, out of reach of the winter frosts, 
are cellars for potatoes, beets, and the 
hundreds of jars of preserved fruits. All 
the buildings are steam heated. The 
pipes from the powerhouse are laid well 
underground in tunnels which are lighted 
by electricity and which total a quar- 
ter mile in length. This makes re- 
pairs possible in the bitter winter 
months. All the water for drinking 
and cooking must be brought by truck 
from a spring fourteen miles away. The 
soft coal for the large furnaces is hauled 
from a near-by mine by the students 
and workers. On the farm, managed 
by Mr. Gowdy, there are nearly a hun- 
dred head of cattle, including a herd of 
twenty-five Holstein cows. There is a 
small slaughterhouse where the butcher. 
ing is done to supply the Institute tables, 
and all needed vegetables are grown in 
the gardens on the farm. All the work 
around the whole place,—steam pipe 
fitting, electrical repair, cleaning, cook- 
ing, laundry work, waiting on tables, 
washing dishes, carpentry, hauling, and 
all the chores on the farm,—is done by 
the students and a staff of workers, all 
of whom are Christians and devoted to 
the welfare of the Institute. 


The Institute is interdenominational, 
and supported wholly by voluntary con- 
tributions. It has no endowment, or 
large legacies, yet it has regularly had 
a building program of about $15,000 a 
year, until this present war period, when 
the building is necessarily somewhat 
curtailed. But even now a new laundry 
building is going up. - 

Because of Modernism, the teaching 
of evolution, and worldliness in the pub- 
lic schools of the town of Three Hills, 
the Institute finally felt constrained to 
establish its own grammar school and 
high school. Each of these schools now 
has its own building, and there are about 
150 students in attendance. Some of the 
children come from the town, and others 
from the teachers’ own families. In ad- 
dition to regular grammar and high 
school studies, the courses include Bible, 
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Bible characters, and biographies of such 
outstanding Christians as John Bunyan 
and Hudson Taylor. 

In recent years the enrollment of the 
Institute has been about 500, though the 
war has reduced it during this past win- 
ter to 475. At the graduation exercises, 
on Tuesday, March 30, 62 men and 
women were graduated. The course covers 
three yearly terms of six months each, 
from October through March. The short 
term has been arranged to accommo- 
date many of the students who must get 
back to the farms and wheat fields. 

The members of the faculty are not 
promised any salary, and they gladly 
serve the Institute on this basis. From 
time to time, as funds come in, small 
sums of money are distributed to them. 
They are given housing, light, heat, and 
food. 

The Institute has a splendid .depart- 
ment of music under the direction of 
Miss Katherine Anderson. While taking 
personal oversight of all the voice train- 
ing Miss Anderson is assisted by others 
who teach singing, piano, and other in- 
strumental music. The large choir and 
all orchestral instruments are under the 
direction of the Rev. Dwight Malsbary, 
formerly a missionary in Korea. He is 
assisted in this work by Mrs, Malsbary 
and others. It is thrilling to hear the 
large choir and orchestra render the old 
hymns and a great variety of sacred com- 
positions. 

Three conferences are held annually 
at the Institute,—in the fall, midwin- 
ter, and spring. The spring conference 
is the largest, and often gathers as many 
as 1,200 to 1,500 people, including stu- 
dents and guests. No charge for board 
and room is made at the conferences. 
Mr. Maxwell says that whenever he has 
thought of making a charge, these words 
have come to him: “Freely ye have 
received, freely give.” He says that God 
has blessed this plan through the years. 
He is convinced that God would have 
him invite others to come freely and 
share in the blessings, and God has never 
failed to supply all the real needs of the 
Institute, 

After making careful calculations for 
several years, Mr. Maxwell has found 
that about one-third of the graduates 
go to foreign mission fields. At the great 
missionary meeting on Thursday, April 
1, $21,000 was pledged to missions. At 
the same time a report was made on 
pledges and gifts for missions during 
the past fiscal year, and the secretary 
and treasurer, Mr. Perry Havens, re- 
ported that some $21,000 had been given 
to 95 missionary societies and individ- 
uals. This was significant, as the pledges 
made in last year’s missionary meeting 
had amounted to $16,000. Thus, the 
pledges were oversubscribed by $5,000. 
If the increase of gifts over pledges dur- 
ing this coming year were not greater 
numerically, the gifts should amount to 
$25,000. The missionary offering is the 
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only one taken during the year, though 
there are boxes at the back of the tab- 
ernacle for freewill offerings toward the 
support of the Institute. Graduates of 
the Institute are serving God in China, 
Africa, India, Iraq, Cuba, Haiti, Santo 
Domingo, South America, Alaska, Aus- 
tralia, Papua, and Central America, 
Eight members of the Board of Directors 
have children on the foreign field, and 
one of these has five children’ serving 
Christ in the regions beyond. 


The greatest desire of Mr. Maxwell and 
the faculty is to see souls won for Christ, 
whether in this land or foreign coun- 
tries, and to lead Christians into the 
reality of a life that is crucified with 
Christ and that is wholly devoted to 
God’s glory. This life is often called 
“the deeper Christian life,” but, as Mr. 
Maxwell says, it is only the normal 
Christian life, which every Christian 
should be living. The large missionary 
offerings, and the number of graduates 
going to the foreign field, are striking 
evidences of the reality of the mission- 
ary vision that holds such a large place 
in the Institute, 


The Principal has a striking way of 
telling the story of the growth of the 
Institute and of setting forth spiritual 
truth. Of the early days he says: “We 
were without precedent, without pres- 
tige, and without experience; but not 
without Job’s comforters and ‘many ad- 
versaries.’ The local mockers wished we 
would build in the center of the village 
—that they might use the building for a 
dance hall—soon. We were ‘appointed 
to death.’ ‘Without were fightings, 
within were fears. But withal there 
was one redeeming feature—we were 
almost too insignificant for contempt or 
persecution. Everywhere people ‘suffer 
fools gladly.’ . . . Since those early days 
we have passed through many and sim- 
ilar testings of faith and obedience. To 
walk in the light and keep pace with 
God occasions new quakings and fears. 
These are the growing pains of faith. 
... Early in my ministry, while still the 
only teacher, I sought God as to the 
matter of salary. There was one definite 
word from the Lord, a word which. has 
been basic to the work over these many 
years, a word without which this school 
never could have survived or prospered. 
It is found in Luke 6:35 — just one little 
phrase of three words: ‘Hoping for noth- 
ing.’ ...A battle followed. I kept on 
praying, foolishly asking for a different 
word. But God did not change His mind. 
... The upshot of this ‘good seed’ has 
been — what? .. . The result of follow- 
ing God in this respect has meant a 
simplicity of Christian life among all 
our leaders. . . . From this basic prin- 
ciple, the ‘get’ of fallen human nature 
has been largely supplanted by the 
‘give’ of the divine nature.” 

During the summer many of the stu- 
dents take part in practical; home mis- 
sion work, such as that of the Canadian 
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Sunday School Mission, among the 
Ukrainians and others in the isolated 
villages and farms of the immense, 
sparsely settled provinces of western 
Canada. The simple fare and hardy 
life during the cold winters at Three 
Hills, when the thermometer goes to 
fifty below zero (as it did.this past win- 
ter), give the students a fine preparation 
for the roughest kind of missionary labor. 
As they learn by experience the great 
truth of being crucified with Christ, they 
lose the sense of privation and sacrifice 
in the endurance of physical hardship, 
as well as the fear of man, and go forth 
boldly to proclaim to unresponsive, in- 
different, and antagonistic people the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


Forgiveness for Christians 
(Continued from second page) 


the 29th verse he is described as one “who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and hath counted the blood of the cove- 
nant, wherewith he was sanctified, an un- 
holy thing, and hath done despite unto 
the Spirit of grace.” This is not a back- 
slidden Christian, but a rebellious and 
blasphemous unbeliever. 

All confusion on this question would 
disappear if we once learned that salva- 
tion is by grace. Grace is favor, and is 
independent of merit, of deservings, or 
of works; it is “the gift of God.” 
Hebrews 10:26 is one of a few rather 

difficult texts, while there are hundreds 
of others proclaiming God’s gracious offer 
of salvation, and showing forth His ten- 
der and yearning love for the sinner. 


David sinned more grievously than the 
young woman of the letter above. He 
broke three of the Ten Commandments 
at one time, for he coveted his neigh- 
bor’s wife, and then committed adultery 
and murder; but he was forgiven as soon 
as he confessed his sin (2 Sam. 12:13). 
The Lord Jesus forgave the woman taken 
in adultery (John 8). The Apostle John 
wrote: “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness. ... My little children, these things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not. And 
if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the right- 
eous: and he is the propitiation for our 
sins: and not for our’s only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world” (1 John 1:9; 
2:1, 2). “The Lord is... longsuffering 
to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). God cannot con- 
done sin, but He loves the sinner, and 
has provided a way whereby he may 
“be just, and the justifier of him which 
believeth in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). 


It is a great tragedy that the young 
woman mentioned in the letter should 
have been deceived by a minister, and 
he has the greater sin. Yet she also 
has sinned, and her communion with 


(Continued on page 446) 
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Kova James Version 


2 Pet. 1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through 
the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: 

2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowl- 
edge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 

_3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 

4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust. 


5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; 
and to virtue knowledge; 

6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; 
and to patience godliness; 

7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kind- 
ness charity. 

8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you 
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of our. Lord Jesus Christ. 

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar 
off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall: 

11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly 
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 





AMmeERIcAN STANDARD VERSION 


2 Pet. 1:1 1Simon Peter, a *servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, 
to them that have obtained *a like precious faith with us in the 
righteousness of ‘ our God and the Saviour Jesus Christ: 2 Grace 
to, you and peace be multiplied in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord; 3 seeing that his divine power hath granted unto 
us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that called us ®* by his own glory and virtue; 
4 whereby he hath granted unto us his precious and exceeding 
great promises; that through these ye may become partakers of 
Sthe divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is 
in the world by lust. 5 Yea, and for this very cause adding on 
your part all diligence, in your faith supply virtue; and in your 
virtue knowledge; 6 and in your knowledge self-control; and in 
your self-control " patience; and in your 7 patience godliness; 7 and 
in your godliness * brotherly kindness; and in your * brotherly 
kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, they 
make you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he that lacketh these things is blind, 
®seeing only what is near, having forgotten the cleansing from 
his old sins. 10 Wherefore, brethren, give the more diligence 
to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, 
ye shall never stumble: 11 for thus shall be richly supplied unto 
you the entrance into the eternal kingdom of oun Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ 4 


1Many ancient authorities read, Symeon. See Acts 15:14. 
2Gr., bondservant. *Gr., an equally precious. *Or, our God 
and Saviour. Comp. v.11; 2:20; 3:18; Titus 2:13. *Some ancient 
authorities read, through glory and virtue. *Or, a. ‘7Or, 
stedfastness. *Gr., love of the brethren. *° Or, closing his eyes. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A: Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


TER was the only one of the 

twelve apostles who knew he could 

not live until the return of Christ. 
The Lord had told him definitely that 
he was to die as a martyr in the cause 
of the Gospel (John 21:18, 19). He had 
lived for over a third of a century since 
the time when the Lord Jesus Christ 
had so spoken to him. Now he was an 
old man. Paul had probably been mar- 
tyred already. Peter refers to “all his 
epistles,” that is, Paul’s, as in circula- 
tion among the churches. To him it 
was given to live a little longer and to 
continue witnessing to the truth. But 
he realized that the end of his life on 
earth must be near. Soon he would 
move out of his fleshly tabernacle (2 Pet. 
1:14). Before giving up his ministry he 
wrote this last Letter as his final mes- 
sage to the scattered believers whom he 
loved so well. Though not definitely 
addressed in the same way, there can be 
no doubt that both Epistles were orig- 
inally for the same group of Hebrew 
Christians, because of the way he writes 
of “this second epistle ... unto you” in 
verse 1 of chapter 3. 





national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


In this Letter he has much to say of 
the Second Advent and of the importance 
of keeping prophetic truth in mind 
“whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 
as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place” (1:19). He warns, too, of the false 
teachers who would seek to subvert the 
believers and who would ridicule “the 
promise of his coming” (2:1; 3:3, 4). 
The safety of the saints was to be found 
in cleaving to the Word of God and 
growing in grace and in the knowledge 
of Christ. Notice Peter’s use, also, of 
the expression “stir up.” He sought to 
arouse the saints to the importance of 
keeping in mind that which had been 
revealed by the prophets of old, and by 
the apostles of Christ, of whom perhaps 
only he and John remained alive (1: 
13; 3:1). Even the most sincere Chris- 
tians are apt to become self-complacent 
and to settle down, forgetting that we 
need ever to be on the alert if we would 
really count for God, whose precious 
promises are given to cheer and encour- 
age us on our pilgrim way, and to gird 
us with strength in the conflict with our 
spiritual foes. Shortly after writing this 
Epistle, Peter followed his Lord to a 
cross, where he did what he declared 
he would do so long before — that is, lay 
down his life for Christ’s sake (John 
13:37). 


The Historical Setting 


We are not sure how far we can trust 
early church records regarding Peter’s 
last days and his martyrdom. But it 
was generally believed that he was 
taken to Rome as a prisoner about A.D. 
67, and, after a period of incarceration, 
was crucified with his head downward. 
This Letter must have been written very 
shortly before the end. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Pet. 1:1—‘“Faith ... through the 
righteousness of God.” This is exactly 
opposite to that of which Paul so fre- 
quently speaks, “the righteousness .. . 
of God by faith.” Paul presents that 
righteousness which God imputes to all 
who put their faith in Christ. It is a 
by-faith righteousness, not a by-works 
righteousness (Rom. 3:22). Peter has 
something altogether different in mind. 
Since Christ has died for all men, it is 
an exhibition of righteousness on the 
part of God to permit all to share in 
that faith by which they may be saved. 
This faith comes, as we knew, through 
hearing the Word (Rom. 10:17). It 
would be unrighteous for God (and 
therefore unthinkable) to deny this to 
any man who really desired to be saved. 
Note that the places where these be- 
lievers dwelt are not mentioned in the 
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salutation here, but 2 Peter 3:1 shows 
that this second Letter was sent orig- 
inally to those who had received the 
first Epistle. 


Verse 2.—“Grace and peace be multi- 
plied ... through the knowledge of God, 
and of Jesus our Lord.” It is not the 
grace that saves of which he here speaks, 
but the needed grace for each day to 
keep the feet from stumbling. Neither 
is it peace with God (Rom. 5:1) about 
one’s sins that is in view, but the peace 
of God (Phil. 4:6, 7) that preserves the 
heart from worry and anxiety. These 
are “multiplied” as one increases in the 
knowledge of the Father and the Son. 
The better one knows God by walking in 
His company and living in fellowship 
with Christ, the more one enjoys the 
grace and peace of which Peter speaks. 


Verse 3.—“All things that pertain unto 
life and godliness” are thus communi- 
cated to the soul of the believer as he 
increases in “the knowledge of him that 
hath called us,” not exactly “to glory 
and virtue” as in the Authorized Version, 
but rather “by his own glory and virtue” 
as in the Revised Version. The more 
we enter into that which is found in all 
perfection in Christ, the more we shall 
become like Him in practical experience. 


Verse 4—“That by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature.” It is 
as we appreciate and appropriate God’s 
“exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises” that we enjoy active participation 
in that holy fellowship which is here 
deseribed. All believers have been born 
of God, and so have received a new and 
divine nature with which eternal life 
is linked. But partaking implies part- 
nership or fellowship; and this becomes 
more and more real as we feed upon the 
Word and make the promises our own 
in a confident faith, Thus we escape 
the “corruption that is in the world 
through lust.” The heart that is occu- 
pied with Christ lives on a higher plane 
than that of the worldling. Carnal and 
selfish desires no longer dominate. 


Verse 5.—“Giving all diligence, add to 
your faith virtue.” We are to cleave to 
the Lord with purpose of heart (Acts 
11:23). We do not grow in grace and 
become strong, healthy Christians apart 
from real exercise of soul. “The soul of 
the diligent shall be made fat” (Prov. 
13:4). While we do have here what 
might be called a sum in spiritual addi- 
tion, yet the Revised Version is better 
than the Authorized Version in this in- 
stance. It reads, “In your faith supply 
virtue.” Faith is like the acorn, in which 
the great oak tree is potentially present. 
Out of a genuine faith all else comes 
which has to do with true Christian 
development. The virtue here is not 
merely personal purity, or chastity, as 
we ordinarily understand that word to 
mean. It is really “valor,” which is the 
virtue of the soldier. We forgive every- 
thing in.a soldier but cowardice. -He is 
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Last Week's Lesson 


10. June 6.—Peter Comforts Persecuted 
Christians, 1 Peter 3:13-17; 4:12-16; 5:6-10 





13.—God’s Exceeding Great 
PE oc ondpucactohackan 2 Peter 1:1-11 


12. June 20.—John Describes True Chris- 
tians 


11, June 
Pro 


13. June 27.—John’s Counsel to Christians 
4 2 John; 3 John 








expected above all else to be brave. So 
in our faith we should have the courage 
of our convictions, enabling us to stand 
for Christ in a scene of contrariety. Then 
in this valor we are to have “knowl- 
edge,” for zeal without knowledge may 
lead into wild far>ticism; but zeal 
directed by an understanding of the 
Word leads on to increased blessing in 
our own souls and helpfulness to others. 


Verse 6—“Temperance .. . patience 
... godliness.” Following knowledge and 
flowing out from it, if properly assim- 
ilated and applied, we have “temper- 
ance” or “self-control.” It is true that 
the Christian is to be a Spirit-controlled 
man, but this does not imply that he 
is not to exercise himself in the matter. 
It is for him to keep his body under 
and bring its appetites into subjection 
(1 Cor. 9:27). We are to bring our wills 
over to the side of Christ and so to make 
no provision for the flesh to fulfill its 
lusts (Rom. 13:13, 14). To this we are 
to add, or manifest, “patience.” This is 
one of the Christian virtues in which 
many of us are lacking, and it is in 
order that we may grow in this grace 
also that tribulation is permitted (Rom. 
5:3). Out of this springs “godliness,” 
whieh is true piety. The word itself 
means God-like-ness. Thus the Father’s 
character is seen in His children. 


Verse 7.—“Brotherly kindness; and 
. charity.” The more we know God 
and become like Him, the more we shall 
value our brethren in Christ, and so 
manifest toward them that kindly, fra- 
ternal spirit which is one cf the proofs 
of the new birth (1 John 3:10, 11). Char- 
ity, or love, is the culmination of all — 
the full flowering of faith (Gal. 5:6). It 
is far more than a kindly affection. It is 
an unselfish concern for the blessing of 
others, and is characterized by a desire 
charitably to cover their faults (1 Cor. 
13). 


Verse 8.—“Neither . . . barren [idle] 
nor unfruitful.” Actually, to be barren 
and unfruitful are one and the same, 
so that this would secin to be tauto- 
logical expression. But the Revised Ver- 
sion makes it clear. He who abounds in 
all of the graces mentioned before will 
be neither idle nor fruitless, but will 
ever increase in loving service and de- 
votion to Christ, and will be used in 
blessing to those with whom he comes 
in contact. : 
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Verse 9.—“Cannot see afar off.”. He 


“who. does not thus grow in grace and 


knowledge loses the keenness of ‘his 
spiritual sight and becomes myopic. He 
becomes occupied largely with his im- 
mediate affairs and has no breadth of 
vision, thus failing to enter into God’s 
great plan for world-evangelization and 
the responsibility given to each one to 
reach out to the things that are beyond. 
Moreover, he is inclined to forget what 
grace has done for him and to under- 
value his former deliverance from “his 
old sins.” ; 

Verse 10.—“Give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure.” It is 
an exhortation to make manifest in their 
lives the fact that they were among the 
elect of God, called by His grace. In 
doing this they would never stumble. 

Verse 11—“So an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom.” All faithful serv- 
ice to Christ down here will be rewarded 
richly when the Kingdom is displayed 
in power and glory. This is not the 
same as the Father’s House. All have 
the same welcome there (John 14:1-3). 
But the Kingdom is that sphere in which 
we shall be associated with Christ when 
He reigns ever a redeemed universe. Our 
position then depends very largely upon 
our devotedness now. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Christian life should be one of 
continual growth and development. 
From the seed of faith there should 
spring all of the fruit which is so pre- 
cious in the eyes of the Lord. and which 
results in a well-rounded, spiritual ex- . 
perience. Saving faith is far more than 
an intellectual acceptance of certain re- 
vealed truths. It.is to trust in Christ 
alone for salvation, and this will be 
manifested in conformity to Him. We 
grow as we feed upon the precious prom- 
ises He has given in His Word: Every 
one of these fulfilled in our own experi- 
ence will encourage us to confide in the 
Word more implicitly. To ignore or 
neglect the Word means a fruitless life 
and incapacity for service. 


A Lesson Outline 
A GrRowINnGc CHRISTIAN 
2 Peter 1 

Precious faith (v. 1) 
Growth through knowledge (v. 2) 
A rich heritage (v. 3) 
Precious promises (v. 4) 
A living, expanding faith (vs. 5-7) 
A fruitful life (v. 8) 
Not a myopic Christian (v. 9) 
Manifest election (v. 10) 
An abundant reward (v. 11) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Heaven and the Kingdom. Heaven is 
the Father’s House, the eternal home of 
the redeemed, where all the family are 
on an equal footing and all have the 
same welcome. The “kingdom” is the 
establishment of the divine authority 
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over: the’ world, when Christ: returns. 
In the Kingdom there will be degrees 
of exaltation according to our behavior 
here during the absence of the King. 

Manifest Election. Paul wrote to the 
Thessalonians, “Knowing, brethren - be- 
loved, your election of God” (1 Thess. 
1:4). Their faith, hope, and love (v. 3) 
proved conclusively that they were num- 
bered among the elect... It is by living 
for God we make our calling or election 
sure — or evident to those who are com- 
petent to judge. 


Applications and Summaries 


Lust is the desire for that which is un- 
holy. This characterizes the world. The 
believer is delivered from it as he be- 
comes occupied with Christ. . 

Brotherly kindness is affection for our 
brethren. Love goes out to all men and 
leads to self-sacrifice on their behalf. 

No one will ever fall into sin and thus 
bring dishonor upon the name of Christ, 
who is conscientious about obeying the 
instruction given in 2 Peter 1, verses 5 
to 7. 

Twice we are here exhorted. to give 
diligence. See verses 5 and 19. We need 
to. be on our guard against spiritual 
lethargy and to be ever alert to the op- 
portunities given us for growth in the 
things of God. 

CuHIcaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


bers of your class, 
see whe they can answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 
HAT is the source of the “great and 
precious promises” of 2 Peter 1:4? 
How should this fact influence our ac- 
CGeptance of these promises? 
2. What has been God’s greatest promise? 
3..-Has one of God’s promises ‘ever failed? 
4. What is a conditional promise? 


5. What can one do who must live in ‘the 
troubled ‘world of today? - : 


6. How do we :become partakers of. the ..j. 


divine nature? 

7. What is meant by “partakers’’? - 

8. What makes ‘some Christians short- 
sighted? : 

9. What is the everlasting Kingdom? 


10. Who will be admitted. into Heaven, 
“the éverlasting kingdom of otir Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ’’? : ‘ 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 445 of this issue. 
vg 


We must never shrink from contro- 
versy, if need be, in defense: of Christ’s 
Gospel, but we must never take it up 
without jealous watchfulness: over our 
own hearts, and over the manner in 
which. we carry it on. Above all, we 
must strive to think as charitably. as 
possible of our opponent.—QJ..C,. Ryle. 
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The Busy Men's Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Slave of Christ—Simon Peter, a 
servant ... of Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 1:1). 
When Dr. Charles Trumbull went Home 
to be with the Lord in January, 1941, a 
newspaper man called me up to ask 
how long I had known him. I replied, 
“For forty years in this century and 
probably seven or eight in the last cen- 
tury.” All these years we had been 
very close friends. In 1907 I took my 
seat in this “Corner.” This connection 
with the folks of THe Sunpay ScHooL 
Times has been one of the greatest 
among the blessings with which God 
has favored me. 

The reason I always write the lessons far 
ahead is because when you get away up 
in the eighties you never know what 
may. happen. I make this record here 
because it may well be that by the time 
this note is printed I may be Over There 
with my dear friend Charley, and hav- 
ing an eternal and delightful fellowship 
with Peter and John, whose life and 
Letters we are now studying. 

In this text I want to call attention 
to the fact that in the ancient days in 
Palestine, when it was under the Roman 
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yoke, men of position did not have serv- 
ants.. If they wanted help they went 
out and bought themselves a slave. So 
Peter is calling himself the slave of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. If any reader would 
like to read two of the most delightful 
books of fiction, in which the life of 
this period among the Romans is skill- 
fully pictured, he should go to the li- 
brary and get “Quo Vadis” and “The 
Last Days of Pompeii.” In this connec- 
tion I would call your attention to the 
fact that Potiphar did not hire Joseph as 
a servant. He bought him from the 
Midianites as a slave. 


The Voiceless Preacher’s Prayer.—Ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises: that 
... ye might be partakers of the divine 
nature (v. 4). Before my eyes gave out 
on me, when I went away on a trip I 
put a book in each one of my hip 
pockets. In one pocket was one of the 
smallest editions of the Old and New 
Testaments. In the other was a folder, 
which contained some of the output of 
the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
at Washington. 

In the first book mentioned were the 
promises of God—the legal tender of 
Heaven. In the other were the promises 
of Uncle Sam—the legal tender of the 
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US.A. As I went on my way I think 
you will admit I certainly had good 
backing. 

One of the frailties of those who be- 
long to Christ is that they often fail 
to use the legal tender of Heaven. 

The late Rev. Harper Lieper of Media 
spent four years in college and three 
years in Princeton Seminary, in order 
to prepare himself as a Christian min- 
ister. He had a fine tenor voice, and 
was a prominent member of the Prince- 
ton Glee Club when it made its tour 
of the United States. To his consterna- 
tion his voice failed him, and he de- 
spaired of ever following the calling for 
which he had so carefully prepared. He 
heard of a voice doctor in New York 
and went to live there for a while. He 
started out to find a place to board, but 
the places that suited him were too ex- 
pensive for his means. Weary and dis- 
couraged, one day on the streets of New 
York, not knowing where to go next, 
he remembered that he was a servant of 
the Lord and had neglected to ask Him 
where he would find a place. He leaned 
against a lamppost and cried, “Oh, Lord, 
show me where I can get a place to 
live while I am getting back my voice 
with which to serve Thee.” 

A newsboy came along and he pur- 
chased a paper. Turning over to the 
“Want Column” his eyes settled upon a 
certain advertisement. A voice seemed 
to say, “That is the place for you.” He 
proceeded to the place advertised, and 
both in price and location, and in every- 
thing, it was exactly right. 

Said he: “And, Will, what do you 
think, living in the house was the man 
who for years had conducted the famous 
Fulton Street Noonday Prayer Meetings. 
During my stay we spent many happy 
evenings together. 


An Old Battlefield.—Give diligence to 
make your calling and election sure 
(v. 10). Tread softly in this verse. You 


are on one of the great battlefields of 


the theological world. 

I took the trouble to look up these two 
controversial words. The Century Dic- 
tionary says of the word “Calling,” “A 
state of grace and obedience to which a 
Christian is called”; and of “Election,” 
“The choice by God of particular indi- 
viduals either (1) to be the recipients 
of his grace and of eternal life, or .. .” 

I like Dr. Wilbur M. Chapman’s old 


‘ story. Dr. Chapman, the great evange- 


list, and his helper, Charles Alexander, 
whs were endowed for this work by the 
late Mr. John H. Converse of the Bald- 
win Locomotive Works of Philadelphia, 
were holding meetings in Richmond, Va. 

Dr. Chapman met a colored Presby- 
terian minister. “Brother Johnson,” 
said Dr. Chapman, “I expect you have 
some trouble in explaining the doctrine 
of election to your colored congrega- 
tion.” 

“No, Br’er Chapman,” said Br’er John- 
son, “dat doc-trine gibs me no trouble 
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‘tall. Ya see it’s jest dis yhar way: 
De good Lawd He votes for ya and the 
Debbil he votes agin ya, an’ de ‘lection 
goes just de way ya votes yarself.” 
The Shorter Catechism explains better 
than anything else, of which I know, the 
doctrines of “calling” and “election.” 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


PICTURE of a Bible wouid be good 

;& for the scrapbook today. 

Today we have a picture of the Bible. 
Our lesson is about God’s promises, and 
the Bible is the Book that tells us all 
of God’s promises. Peter wrote the 
words in our lesson about God’s prom- 
ises. 

Do you know what a promise is? I’m 
sure you do. If Mother says she will 
make you a birthday cake, you know 
that is a promise. And you know she 
will keep: that promise unless she is 
sick or something else happens that 
she cannot help. Mother keeps her prom- 
ises as far as she can. God always keeps 
His promises, for He is God, and He 
always can. He is never sick, and noth- 
ing can happen to hinder Him from 
doing what He promised. 

Do you know some of God’s prom- 
ises? Let’s see if we can think of some 
of them. 

Are you ever afraid of anything? Of 
course you are. We all are. Here is a 
verse when you are afraid. “Fear thou 
not; for I am with thee: be not dis- 
mayed; for I am thy.God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee” 
(Isa. 41:10). 

Do you need things you do not have? 
Philippians 4:19 tells us, “My God shall 
supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

Perhaps in these days you are living 
in a house that is not a good piace to 
live. You may wish you had a beau- 
tiful house like some of those you see. 
But do you know that God has promised 
to prepare a place for every one of His 
children, a place in Heaven? Just lis- 
ten to this: “Let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me.” (Jesus spoke these words when 
He was on earth.) “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions: if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also” 
(John 14:1-3). What a wonderful prom- 
ise! If you are God’s child, Jesus Him- 
self is preparing a- place for you in 
Heaven, and He will come again and 
take you to that place. 

There are hundreds of promises in the 
Bible, some made to God’s Chosen Peo- 
ple Israel; some to different people — 
men like Abraham, David, Solomon, and 
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Jacob; some to the disciples who walked 
with the Lord when He lived in Judea; 
and some to all Christians, some to those 
who do certain things for the Lord. 
Some of these promises you could not 
understand until you are a little older. 
There is something very wonderful about 
them. As you grow older, new prom- 
ises mean something to you, and even if 
you live to be a hundred years old, 
there are always new and fresh prom- 
ises in the Bible for you. You never 
run out of promises, so learn new ones 
as-fast as you can, for there will always 
be more for you. 

God promises that everyone who be- 
lieves in Jesus Christ shall have eternal 
life, and that eternal life begins as soon 
as you accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your Saviour. All these promises we 
have talked of are to God's children. They 
are not to the people who refuse to have 
Jesus Christ for their Saviour. Don’t 
you want these promises for yours? 

Mopesto, Cauir. ' 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


UGGESTION for a letter to be sent 
pupils early in the week: 

a , a teacher serting the 

Lord Jesus Christ, to those in her class 

who have the same precious faith. 

“May you receive more and more 
blessing and happiness by learning more 
about God and Jesus our Lord. He has 
given us everything we need so that 
we can live and be good as we learn 
about Him. He has given us exceeding 
great and precious promises to help us 
not to be bad and selfish but to become 
sharers of His holy goodness. 

“You have faith. Try hard to: (1) be 
good, (2) learn more, ‘(3) show self- 
control, (4) be patient, (5) trust and 
honor God, (6) be thoughtful of Chris- 
tians, (7) be kind to all people. If you 
do these things a lot, you are growing 
in the Christian life. If you do not do 
them, you are like a blind person, not 
seeing important things, and you have 
forgotten God’s goodness in forgiving 
your sins. So, my dear boys and girls, 
be sure you prove in this way that you 
are Christians. For if you do these 
things you will not fall, and the door 
into the everlasting Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will be 
wide open for you. 

“‘Grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now and 
for ever. Amen.’ 

“PS. Can you think of two ways of 
growing in knowledge of the Lord? Can 
you name two precious promises of God? 
Can you think of two things you need-to 
do to grow in each of the seven things 
listed?” 

In. class locate Peter’s. second Epistle 
in which he told Christians they should 
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be growing in ever-increasing knowl- 
edge of their Saviour. ‘This life is a 
series of steps—up, up, up. When a 
person first believes in Christ, he has 
faith. But God does want him to grow 
in faith, and add ‘to faith certain other 
Christian virtues. Print on the lower 
part of a large sheet of paper the word 
“faith,” and attach a picture of a child. 
This poster should be planned before- 
hand, each step cut to fit the others, 
and the outline where each part is to 
be attached lightly drawn on the foun- 
dation paper. If the seven steps are 
designed to show the side as well as the 
step, it is possible to write in small let- 
ters. the specific growths desirable in 
your class on each level. As each step 
is found in the Bible (2 Pet. 1:5-7) and 
discussed, fasten to the poster a paper 
step- bearing that name on the tread. 
The children may give the two things 
the letter urged them to think of for 
themselves. At the top attach open 
double doors, one labeled “Knowledge 
of our Lord,” and one, “Kingdom of our 
Lord.” 

The following suggests introductions 
for each step considered, showing how 
one may lead to another: If we are go- 
ing to be good, we need to know what 
is good and what is bad. “Is it wrong 
to go. skating on Sunday?” Jean asked. 
“My mother won’t let-me,” she went on, 
“but the Bible doesn’t say anything 
against skating, does it?” That girl 
needed. more After we have 
learned what is night and what is wrong, 
who is going to make us do it? Mother? 
the teacher? God? ourselves? After 
Jean. understood more about keeping the 
Lord’s Day holy, do you suppose she still 
teased her mother to go skating, or 
would she sneak off to skate while her 
mother thought she was at young peo- 
plée’s meeting? Now, suppose the other 
girls and boys teased and made fun of 
Jean because she would not go skating 
on Sunday; suppose they called her “Lit- 
tle Miss Goody-goody.” What other step 
would she need to climb? (Here some 
review of last week’s lesson may be in- 
troduced.) If Jean gave up her skating, 
not because Mother made her, not be- 
cause she thought she ought to, but 
because she loved God and. wanted to 
please Him, she reached another step 
called How would Jean treat 
the other Christians even if they went 
skating ori Sunday? How would she 
treat the boys and girls who had made 
fun of her? 

. BUCKSPORT, MAINE. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 
and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two. papers. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
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let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 

to note the conditions means that good illus- 

trations are constantly having to be sapeetae 

ee editors, which might otherwise avail- 
e. 

Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 

portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations are not to be submitted from 
earlier issues of. The Sunday_ School Times 
‘TMiustration Round Table.” Where illustra- 
tions submitted are from other departments 
of the’ Times, the page number and year of 
the issue should be shown, or the title of the 
article from which taken should be given. 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the tetal for any one lesson. 


Three Thousand to One.—Whereby are 
given unto us exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises: that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature 
(Golden Text). God’s Word has more 
to say to the saved man than to the un- 
saved. But it says abundantly enough to 
the unsaved to urge that they accept 
their salvation, now, through faith in 


the only Name by which anyone can be’ 


saved, Christ Jesus. Then, when they 
have accepted Him, they have accepted 
all the riches of Heaven for time and 
eternity. Here is a challenging state- 
ment: “Beloved, there are more than 
three thousand precious promises in the 
Word of God for those who are in Christ 
Jesus, but omly one for the unsaved. 
Which are you?”—From editorial in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. 


God’s Touch on Human Hearts.—Ac- 
cording as his divine power hath given 
unto us all things that pertain unto life 
and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). I stood one 
evening watching the pure white flowers 
on a vine encircling the veranda. I had 
been told that the buds that hung with 
closed petals all day unfolded every 
evening near sunset and sent out a pe- 
culiar fragrance. The miracle was more 
than I had anticipated. A feeling of 
silent awe possessed me as I saw bud 
after bud, as if under the touch of an 
invisible hand, slowly fold back its 
leaves until the vine was filled with per- 
fect blossoms, most beautiful and sweet. 
I said, “If the finger of God laid upon 
these His flowers can do this in a way 
beyond the power of human study to 
explain, cannot the same divine touch, 
in ways we know not of, do as much 
for human hearts?”—From John Hall, 
in the Moody Monthly. ' Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Mason City, Nebr. 


Safe Hiding,—for Foxes.—Add to 
your faith virtue; and to virtue knowl- 
edge; ... that ye shall neither be bar- 
ren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ (vs. 5, 8). The 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat declared that 
Bishop Chandler of Atlanta, apropos of 
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_ worldly parsons, said a while ago: “There 


was’a worldly parson of this type in 
Philadelphia—a great fox hunter— 
whom a Spruce Street Quaker took in 
hand. ‘Friend,’ said the Quaker, ‘I un- 
derstand thee’s clever at fox-catching.’ 
‘I have few equals and no superiors at 
that sport,’ the parson complacently re- 
plied. ‘Nevertheless, friend,’ said the 
Quaker, ‘if I were a fox I would hide 
where thee would never find me.’ ‘Where 
would you hide?’ asked the parson, with: 
a frown. ‘Friend,’ said the Quaker, ‘I 
would hide in thy study.’”—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, 
Can. Prize illustration. 


Worth a Bucket of Water.—And to 
godliness brotherly kindness; and... 
charity (v. 7). One hot August day, 
two half-starved horses, drawing an im- 
migrant wagon with a drunken driver, 
a sick woman, and four children, stop- 
ped at a cabin on a Kansas prairie. 
“Any water?” the driver asked of a 
sweet young girl at the door. There 
was but one bucket of water in the well, 
which was going dry, and her parents 
were even then away seeking more 
water, but Rachel ¢arried that to the 
wagon, and the half-famished group soon 
emptied it. “Remember, child,” said the 
sick woman gratefully, “‘Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least.’” 
They drove on. Years passed, and 
Rachel, grown to be a woman, secured 
a well-known temperance speaker to 
lecture in her town. “I love Kansas,” 
he began, “for on its plains I made my 
first temperance pledge.” Then he re- 
lated the above. When he told of the 
girl who gave them water, and how his 
father threw away the whisky bottle 
as a thank offering, and he himself prom- 
ised his mother to join the cold water 
army, Rachel could only bow her head 
to hide the glad tears——From the Illus- 
trator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Mason 
City, Nebr. 


No Candidate. —- Give diligence to 
make your... election sure (v. 10). A 
man, of color became a preacher among 
his brethren. One day his master said, 
“I hear you have become a preachér, 
Sam, and that you believe in election.” 
“Yes, sah, I believe it is clearly revealed 
in the Bible.” “And I suppose, Sam, you 
think that you are one of the elect?” 
“Well, sah, I give all diligence to make 
my calling and election sure.” “But I 
suppose you don’t think I am one of the 
elect?” said his master. Sam knew his 
master was given to the pursuit of pleas- 
ure, money, and sin. Very quietly he 
repliéd, “Well, massa, I am not sure 
about dat. Dis I know: I nebber knew 
of an election where dar was no candi- 
date.”"—-From “1000 Tales,” by Hy Pick- 
ering. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, 
Can, 

Changed Courses—Abundantly (v. 
11). Hudson Taylor was once traveling 
with a group of missionaries in North 
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China. They came one day to the banks 
of a little river, a mere trickle of a 
stream. But when Mr. Taylor inquired 
its name, he was told that this was the 
Yellow River—one of China’s two 
mightiest streams. “What?” said he. 
“This triekle is the Yellow River?” And 
then he recalled that the Yellow River 
had completely changed its course, and 
what he was now contemplating was the 
old channel of the river along which 
only a fraction of its waters now flowed. 
Hudson Taylor looked at the stream 
again, and then said quietly, “I pray 
that no one may ever say of such a 
diminishing volume of spiritual blessing, 
‘This was the China Inland Mission.’ ”— 
From “Attacking on All Fronts,” Annual 
Report of the China Inland Mission, 
1941-42. Sent by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 
b4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Peter as a Mathematician. 
Discussion: Show how the life of a true 
Christian is a life of growth; of “addi- 
tion.” What are some of the things 
that should be “subtracted”? Where do 
“multiplication” and “‘division’’ come in? 
Objective: A spiritually fruitful life. 











AY, fellows, have you ever thought 

of the Apostle Peter as a mathe- 
matician? Well, the text for today’s 
lesson, taken from the first chapter of 
his seeond Epistle presents him as giv- 
ing us a very remarkable example in 
“addition.” He takes eight cardinal vir- 
tues and adds them together to make 
a spiritually fruitful character. Here 
they are: Faith, Virtue, Knowledge, 
Temperance, Patience, Godliness, Broth- 
erly Kindness, Charity. And he says, 
“For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But he that lacketh these things is blind, 
and cannot see afar off, and hath forgot- 
ten that he was purged from his old 
sins” (see 2 Pet. 1:5-9). 

Really, Peter is adding only one thing 
to Faith: it is Virtue. Those items which 
follow are some of the constituents of 
Virtue; they belong to the family of 
Virtue—they are her children. They 
are the works of Virtue, which must ac- 
company Faith. “Faith without works 
is dead,” says James (2:20). 

If faith produced no works, I see 

That faith is not a living tree. 

Thus faith and works together grow; 

No separate life they e’er can know: 

They’re soul and body, hand and heart: 

What God hath joined, let no man part. 

Faith is the first and main thing, but 
these other elements must be added to 
make Faith effective and fruitful. Peter 
insists upon it; so does James. 

As I sit here on a screened porch, 
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pecking away on a typewriter, it is next 


“to an open window of the kitehen. In- 


side, a young lady is preparing to bake 
bread — “ice box rolls”! I read to her 
that opening paragraph. “Yes,” she gaid, 
“I am adding some very necessary things 
to this yeast: flour, milk, eggs, salt, short- 
ening, and a little sugar. First, of course, 
I had to have the yeast, but it would 
have been no good, alone. it fermented 
and began to east up little bubbles. Soon, 
by itself, it would have become cor- 
rupted, sour, and altogether unpalatable 
—dead; but with the addition of these 
other elements and the application of 
the oven heat, we shall have some de- 
licious rolls for supper.” And, boy, I 
say, remembering those we had last 
week, are they good! “Take two and 
butter them while they are hot!” 

Now do not get this mixed up with 
the, sometimes, misinterpretation of 
Matthew 13:33—the parable of the 
leaven (see Dr. Scofield’s helpful note 
on that), but simply take it as an illus- 
tration of the big truth Pcter is. bring- 
ing to us; to wit, that Virtue must be 
added to your Faith if you are going 
to be a fruitful Christian. 

It is interesting to note that the werd 
“virtue” is synonymous with the word 
“praise.” When you. put into practical 
operation these “children” of Virtue, 
named by Peter, you are very definitely 
praising the Lord. That is what we want 
to do: praise His holy name. Virtue 
does it. And the Apostle Paul, who 
never misses a shot on these great truths, 
reaches one of his most sublime cli- 
maxes in Philippians 2:8: “Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things.” 

Avon Park, FLa, 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


How the Lesson is Taught: This Week 


Goal.—Becqgme more like Christ through 
a deeper knowledge of Him, and faith in 
His promises, 

Conversation.—Converse in class about 
Christ,— what He means to each one; 
how one can learn to know him better; 
how His promises have blessed; what a 
Christian girl can do for her Lord during 
times like these. Becoming accustomed 
to conversing with Christian friends about 
Christ will make one more efficient in 
witnessing before unsaved associates, 


“To THem THAT HAVE OBTAINED 
Like Precious FAITH WITH Us” 


LOVELY young couple attended our 

church Sunday night. The boy once 
had acknowledged Christ, but is follow- 
ing afar off. The girl, until recently, 
was never permftted by her father to 
come to church, and she knows little 
about the Christian faith. We had hoped 
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that when the invitation was given and 
most of the congregation went forward 
to indicate a desire to do whatever the 
Lord would have them do that: this 
couple would take their stand with the 
others. Perhaps they will some evening 
when we have helped them to feel more 
at-home, 

‘This girl and boy represent much. that 
a Christian might admire. They have 
charm, intelligence, talents, and ambi- 
tion. If we checked them with the list 
of characteristics mentioned in our-text, 
we should find their rating to be high. 
They might “have everything” except 
“godliness,” and fruitfulness “in. the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“BUT he that lacketh these things is 
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jotts Telling Bible Stories” 








God? EXCEEDING GREAT PROMISES 
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‘ forgotten that he was purged from his 


old sins” (2 Pet. 1:9). We -must never 


-* forget that Christ died to make us new 


creatures (creations), so that we might 
become lovely, not by human effort, but 
lovely with the loveliness of our Lord 
Christ Himself. Every one of us needs 
more of Him. For this very reason Peter 
wrote to Christian friends the Letter 
froma whieh our lesson is taken (vs. 1-11). 


The Speaker. He knew Christ person- 
ally. He had dedicated his life to 
Christian service. 
Those Addressed. These friends had “ob- 
tained like precious faith.” Peter 
wanted to lead them into deeper faith. 
This is the Holy Spirit’s desire for us 
(vs. 20, 21). 
The Mutual Interest — CHRIST. 
Increase in the knowledge of Christ 
(3:18). , 

Look forward to His coming again 
(vs. 12, 13). 

Give diligence (Christian endeavor) in 
serving Him (1:5, 10, 15; 3:14). 

God’s Part in This Program. 

He gives life and godliness, based upon 
His divine -power and nature. 

He gives promises upon which we may 
anchor our faith. 


' Our Part, 


Get acquainted with Christ. 

Add Christlike virtues to our lives un- 
til we become worthy representatives 
of His. 

Compare the list of virtues given in 
the King James Version of 2 Peter 1:5-7 
with Weymouth’s translation: “Adding, 
on your part, all earnestness — along 
with your faith, manifest also a noble 
character: along with a noble character, 
knowledge; along with knowledge, self- 
control; along with self-control, power 
of endurance; along with power of en- 
durance, godliness; along with godliness, 
brotherly affection [love to the breth- 
ren]; and along with brotherly affection, 
love.” . 

Result of Knowing Christ in an Experi- 
mental, Practical Way: Fruitfulness (v. 
8); victory (v. 10); an abundant “en- 
trance” into the Kingdom (v. 11). 


“GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES” 


If you are a Collector, make a collec- 
tion of promises. Learn them and use 
them in Christian conversation. Here 
are some promises that help folks: 


God’s Promises When You Are— 


Tempted (1 Cor. 10:13); In sorrow 
(John 14:27); Failing (1 Cor. 15:57); 
Succeeding (Psa. 1:2, 3); Undecided 
(Psa. 37:5, 6); In love (1 Cor. 13:8); Weak 
(Isa. 40:31); Alone (Josh. 1:9); In danger 
(Deut. 33:27); Disappointed (Rom. 8:28); 
Hurt (Psa. 91:2); Sick (Psa. 27:14); 
Praying (1 John 5:15); Serving (Heb. 6: 
10-12); Happy (Psa. 126:3). 

God’s’ promises are the anchor, hold- 
ing us to a sane, practical Christian ex- 
perience; and they are the lever, lifting 
us into closer relationship with Christ. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
do not deserve the wonders that Thou hast 
prepared for us. Even in this earth-life pro- 
vision is under Thy bountiful hand for our 
every need as Thy children. Thy promises are 
very far reaching, revealing to us the marvels 
of the new life into which Bhou dost open 
an entrance by Thy grace and Thy favor. 
Give us, we pray Thee, a due sense of Thy 
eternal mercy. May we not go forward blindly 
into the days that lie ahead of us, but may we 
be held steady and clear-eyed by the faith that 
leads us along the way in the light of Thy 
promises. We ask this in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Here is a lesson 
that we might illustrate by a ladder of 
promises reaching up through the con- 
fusion of earth to the peace and joy of 
Heaven itself. These promises are in- 
deed precious, and the more we think 
about them and realize what they are, 
the more wonderful they seem, for they 
touch upon so much that we all need in 
living the Christian life. May I read 
just now the verses where what is prom- 
ised is set forth. These are the great 
and special promises, so I will read them 
very slowly, beginning with the fourth 
verse. “Whereby are given unto us ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises: 
that by these ye might be partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through 
lust. And beside this, giving all dili- 
gence, add to your faith virtue; and to 
virtue knowledge; and to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance patience; 
and to patience godliness; and to godli- 
ness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness charity.” Suppose these addi- 
tions to our faith were made true in the 
life of every one of us, what our home 
life would be, and our Sunday school, 
and our school life, for that matter! 
Let us ask God to make these gifts real 
and constant for each one of us. Let 
us pray. 





CHARITY 
BROTHERLY KINDNESS 
GODLINESS 
PATIENCE 
TEMPERANCE 
KNOWLEDGE 
VIRTUE 
FAITH 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 441) 


1. God, through the Holy Spirit, inspired 
godly men to include His promises in His 
written manifestation of Himself to man- 
kind — the Bible. For this reason we should 
put absolute confidence in the faithfulness 
of God’s Word (2 Thess. 3:3). 
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promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ, 
“promised before the world began” (Titus 
1:2; Acts 2:39). We are now looking for- 
ward to the promise of Christ’s coming 
again (2 Pet. 3:4, 9). 

3. No. Some of God’s promises have not 
yet been fulfilled because they are for a 
future time, and some of them never could 
be fulfilled because man failed in his part, 
but God has never failed to keep His 
promises. 


4. A conditional promise is one whose ful- 
fillment is dependent upon some act or con- 
dition of a man or men. In Deuteronomy 
28:1 God says, “If thou shalt hearken =—- 
the voice of the Lord” blessings shall fol- 
low. In verse 15 God tells them what will 
happen if they disobey Him. 

5. Escape “the corruption that is in the 
world” through the appropriation of God's 
promises. 

6. By believing God’s Word, and thus re- 
ceiving the new birth and maintaining a 
walk with God. 

7. It has to do with fellowship. 

8. Neglect of the means of grace. 

9. It refers to the established authority 
of our Lord when He returns in power 
and glory. Then His saints will reign with 
Him. 

10. They who merely display the virtues 
of a noble character as listed in the text 
will not be admitted into the Kingdom, but 
those who believe on the Lord Jesus and 
accept Him as their Saviour and Lord. 


& Cbles os Meco 








Ten Bright and Shining Pennies 
By Maye V. Crow 


4 OUISE was very happy today. To- 
morrow would be her birthday, and 
she would be eight years old. Tomor- 
row she would go to Sunday school 
with Marian and Lillian, and Billy and 
Peter, and when the less6n story was over 
she knew that Miss Grayson would place 
a little tin bank, shaped like a church, 
on the table and say, “Has anyone had 
a birthday this week?” 

Louise knew just how the pennies 
tinkled when they were dropped into 
the bank. And she knew that all of the 
money went to help tell the stories of 
the Lord Jesus to children in other 
lands. 

Louise had been thinking all morning 
as she helped Mother with the work, of 
the ten pennies her grandfather had 
given her. They were not like ordinary 
pennies, but were the brightest and shin- 
ingest pennies she had ever seen. Grand- 
father told her they were new pennies 
that had never been used. 

When the dishes were finished ana the 
dusting done, Louise sat down to count 
the pennies once more. She laid each 
one on the carpet and counted them 
all—one, two, three, four, five, “six, 
seven, eight, nine, — why, where was the 
other one? Maybe she had- counted 
wrong. Once inore she counted. No, 
there were only nine. One of those 
bright and shining pennies was missing. 


2. God’s greatest promise has been the Louise hunted all around the room, 
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but she could not find the penny. Billy 
and Peter came over to play, and they 
helped. 

“It must be here somewhere,” said 
Peter; “pennies cannot walk away, you 
know.” 

“Have you a flashlight?” asked Billy. 
“We must look in all of the corners and 
under th davenport.” 

Louise found the flashlight, and they 
looked under the davenport and in all 
of the corners. When Marian and Lil- 
lian came to see if Louise would go for 
a walk they said they would hunt, too. 

At last Peter remembered the cushions 
on the davenport. He said, “Help me 
lift these cushions off, Billy. The penny 
might be under one of them.” And sure 
enough, there was the penny, hidden 
under the cushion. 

“Thank you, boys,” said Louise; “I am 
glad to find my new penny again.” 

On Sunday morning Louise went to 
Sunday school with the ten bright and 
shining pennies in her purse. She knew 
just what she wanted to do with them. 
Eight would go into the little tin box, 
and two she would use for the collec- 
tion. 

“Our lesson this morning is a parable 
that Jesus told when he was here on 
earth,” Miss Grayson told the children. 
“Do you know what a parable is?” 

Peter said, “I think I do. It is a story 
that teaches a lesson.” 

“That is right, Peter,” said Miss Gray- 
son. “I am going to read the parable 
from the Bible and see if you can un- 
derstand it.” She opened the Bible and 
read: “What woman having ten pieces 
of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not 
light a candle, and sweep the house, and 
seek diligently till she find it? And 
when she hath found it, she calleth her 
friends and her neighbors together, say- 
ing, Rejoice with me; for I have found 
the piece which I had lost.” 

-Miss Grayson explained that the .piece 
of.silver was like a person who didn’t 
love God, and that God was very happy 
when that person decided to love Him, 
just as the woman was happy when she 
found the piece of silver. 

“Do you understand what it means?” 
asked Miss Grayson; and Louise said, “It 
is just like what happened yesterday. 
I.had ten bright and shining pennies, 
and I lost one.” 

“We: all helped hunt until it was 
found,” said Lillian. 

“We did not light a candle,” said Peter, 
“but we used a flashlight.” 

“And we were all happy when it was 
found,” said. Marian. 

“I like stories about people like us,” 
said Billy. “I think they are easy to 
understand.” 

Then the lesson was over, and Miss 
Grayson put the tin bank on the table, 
and said, “Has anyone had a birthday?” 

Louise walked up and dropped eight 
bright and shining pennies in the box. 
Tinkle went the first penny; tinkle, 
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tinkle, tinkle went the eight pennies. 
Then the class said: 


Many happy returns of the day of thy 
birth. 


May sunshine and gladness be given, 
And may the dear Father prepare thee 
on earth 
For a beautiful birthday in Heaven. 
TacoMA, WASH. 


Forgiveness for Christians 
(Continued from page 438) 


God was broken. If she has really been 
born again through faith in Christ, she 
has not lost her salvation, for the Lord 
Jesus said of His sheep, “I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand” (John 10:28). Her com- 
munion with her Heavenly Father may 
be completely restored on the basis of 
1 John 1:9, through confession of her 
sin, and then through faith in God’s 
promise to forgive and to cleanse from 
all unrighteousness. Even John Bun- 
yan’s Pilgrim. was greatly troubled by 
the sins he had committed after he lost 
his burden at the cross; but at the end 
of his pilgrimage he got safely over the 
river into the Celestial City. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June 20. If. What Protestant Christianity 
Stands For. Rom. 1:11; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; 1 Pet. 
2:5. 





Sunday, June 13 


I. What Makes a Church Strong? 
(Acts 2:1-4; Eph. 4:11-16) 





Mon.—Christ in the midst (Matt. 18:20). 

Tues.—Baptism of disciples: (John 20:21- 
23). 

Wed.—Adding new members (Acts 2:46, 
47). 


Thurs.—Baptized into one body (1 Cor. 
12:13). 

Fri.—Continual fellowship (Heb. 10:24, 
25). 

Sat.—Cheerful giving (2 Cor,’ 9:7). 











Topics and Daily Readings are ted 
by the International Society of Christian 
Endeavor, and are used by permission. 


F YOU' were to set out to determine 

whether or not your church building 
was strong, you would examine or inquire 
about certain parts. A similar inquiry 
should show us whether or not the real 
church, — the group of people who wor- 
ship in that building, — is strong or not. 

No building is stronger than its foun- 
dation. We may erect mighty girders of 
steel and concrete and build the walls 
of great blocks of stone, but if the foun- 
dation is faulty or shifty the building 
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will not stand. A Christian church to be 
strong must be built upon the foundation 
which God’s Word tells us is already laid, 
—the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 3:11). It in- 
cludes the living Word, the Lord Jesus, 
and the written Word, the Bible. The 


church not built upon this foundation - 


cannot be strong or long endure. 
ea 4 ‘ 

To be strong the church must have 
stout timbers or girders. We may think 
of these as the fundamentals of the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints. The 


church that lacks this framework can - 


have no strength in the day of opposition 
or adversity or trial. 
se 
A strong church will be built of 
goodly and lively or living stones (1 Pet. 
2:5). These will be born-again members, 
separated members, Spirit-filled mem- 
bers. Just as in a material building it 
is foolish to expect strength where good 
stones are interspersed with weak and 
crumbling ones, so, in a Christian church, 
strength cannot be expected when the 
membership is infiltrated with those who 
have never had a personal experience 
of salvation through faith in the Lord 
Jesus, but have come into the church 
merely for social or material gain, or by 
some other than the living Way. 
ye 
But even good and living stones need 
to be bound together by the _ strong 
cement of a deep and abiding love for 
the Lord Jesus. You will remember 
this was the test to which the Lord 
Jesus put Peter when He was preparing 
him for service. The stones of your 
church may be roughly hewn and, in 
the eyes of the world, they may be 
looked upon as somewhat crude, but if 
they are bound together with love for 
the Lord Jesus you will have the mak- 
ing of a strong church. J 
ve 
A strong church will have well-built 
and ample windows. Perhaps you have 
noticed that the windows are sometimes 
the weak points of a structure. If the 
wall is to sag or crack it very likely 
will be around the windows. May we 
not think of the windows of your church 
as its missionary vision and zeal? The 
church of Christ with a clear mission- 
ary vision has one of the important 
factors of a strong church, and God will 
bless it materially and spiritually be- 
cause it is following the impulse of His 
own heart. 
b4 
A good roof is an important requisite 
for a strong church. A faulty roof can 
weaken the walls, ruin the interior, and 
destroy the usefulness of the building. 
May not the roof of your church be 
looked upon as its upward vision, its 
love for the blessed hope, its looking for 
the appearing of the Lord Jesus? (2 
Pet. 3:12.) The church that is conscious 
that its Lord may come at any time and 
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is seeking to be ready to meet Him will 
be a strong church in other ways also. 
ve 

We expect to find in a strong church 
attractive furnishings. Some of them 
that you may look for in your church 
are the adornment of the Spirit (1 Pet. 
3:3, 4) among its members; a sincere love 
for the brethren (Rom. 12:10; 1 Pet. 1: 
22; 3:8; 1 John 3:14, 16); and a spirit of 
cheerful and generous giving (2 Cor. 9:7). 

4 ‘ 

And above and beyond all these im- 
portant component parts, if a church is 
to be strong it must be built by an 
expert builder. Many buildings -have 
been erected with excellent materials, 
but have been weak and untrustworthy 
because of faulty construction. A Chris- 
tian church must be built by the Mas- 
ter Builder if it is to endure.- “Except 
the Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it’ (Psa. 127:1). In 
Acts 2:47 we read with regard to the 
beginning of the Christian Church that 
“the Lord added to the church daily 
such as should be saved.” If your church 
is to be strong, there must be a con- 
stant building going on by the Lord Him- 
self. We are tempted sometimes to add 
members merely for the sake of their 
name or influence or money, forgetting 
that these may be weakening rather than 
strengthening factors to the church. 
When the Lord adds to your number you 
may expect good material and sound con- 
struction. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Provision Made for Fundamental 
Chaplains 


HE Office of the Chief of Chaplains, 

War Department, Washington, D, C., in 
the latter part of April, assigned a quota 
of ten chaplains to the Chaplaincy Com- 
mission of the American Council of Chris- 
tian Churches for their constituent mem- 
bers, in addition to the Independent 
Fundamental Churches of America. The 
LF.C.A. (the largest body in the Amer- 
ican Council) had received a quota of 
ten chaplains some weeks before, 
through the good offices of its president, 
the Rev. W. O. H. Garman. This means 
that twenty chaplains representing Fun- 
damentalists are now being certified, 
through the Commission on Army and 
Navy Chaplains of the American Coun- 
cil, to the War Department, and it is 
hoped the quota will be increased after 
June 1. 

The following is a new statement of 
the’ requirements for the chaplaincy is- 
sued by the War Department April 10: 

A candidate for appointment as chaplain, 


Army of the United States, must fulfill the 
féllowing requirements: 
1. Be a male citizen of the United States 
or of a cobelligerent or. friendly country. 
2. Have reached his 24th birthday and 
not his 50th birthday. A limited number 
of appointments max be made from appli- 
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cants between the ages of 50 and 55 as the 
need occurs. [Chaplain Arnold’s letter of 
April 15th to the American Council adds 
that “such appointments will be made only 
from men physically qualified for general 
service who meet all other requirements, 
in full, and have been in the active min- 
istry as the principal vocation in life for 
at least three years immediately preceding 
application.”] 

3. Have an acceptable ecclesiastical en- 
dorsement from his denomination or its 
duly designated representative, and be en- 
gaged in the active ministry as his prin- 
cipal vocation in life. 

4. Submit evidence of: (a) A.B. or BS. 
degree and B.D. or Th.B. degree or gradua- 
tion from a recognized college and seminary, 
together with a minimum of two years of 
pastoral experience, one of which must be 
full time, or (b) A.B. or B.S. degree, or 
graduation from a recognized college, with 
a minimum of three years of pastoral ex- 
perience, or (c) B.D. or Th.B. degree, or 
graduation from a recognized theological 
seminary and a minimum of three years of 
pastoral experience. 

5. Pass a final type physical examination, 
which may be obtained gratis at a military 
post where facilities are available. Author- 
ization for taking the physical examination 
will be furnished by the Service Command 
Chaplain, provided the other requirements 
are met. 


Wm. R. Arnot, Chief of Chaplains. 
vg 


Dispensational Chart 


COMPLETE chart of God’s dealing 

with man from theeternal ages past 
to the eternal ages to come has 
worked out by the Rev. Norman H. Din- 
nick. The chart is clear and simple, and 
the drawing well done in black and 
white, on a sheet 20 by 8% inches. It 
was advertised in THe Sunpay ScHoo.i 
Tres of June 15, 1940, at 25 cents a copy, 
or 10. cents a copy to ministers or Chris- 
tian workers. One of the Tmves readers 
found it such a blessing that she has 
made it possible to distribute several 
thousand copies free of charge to readers 
of the paper. 

Mr. Dinnick is willing to send copies 
free, but every request should be ac- 
companied with Canadian postage or a 
small United States coin to cover the cost 
of mailing. They may be had from the 
Rev. 'N. H. Dinnick, 296 Garden Ave., 
Toronto, Ont., Can. 


A Wartime Prayer Meeting 


N VIEW of the great need of our own 
country and the other Allied Nations 

in this present war, a rather unusual 
assembly for prayer will be held in the 
Billy Sunday Tabernacle at Winona 
Lake, Ind., July 6-8. There will be 
meetings Tuesday evening, all day Wed- 
nesday, and Thursday morning. Serv- 
ices are open to the public, and relatives 
and friends of servicemen are particu- 
larly invited to attend. 

Thousands are already praying for re- 
vival and victory. The meetings at 
Winona Lake, the well-known confer- 
ence center, offer a fine opportunity for 
many hundreds of Christian people to 
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gather to pray for the leaders of our 


nation, and that the people of our own 


country may be awakened to a sense of 
sin and their need of God. 

It is hoped that many hundreds of 
churches will be represented, each send- 
ing its minister and one church official. 
Registrations and reservations can be 
made by writing to Arthur W. McKee, 
executive manager of the Winona Lake 
Christian Assembly, Winona Lake, Ind. 


“The Life That Wins ’’— in the 
Russian Language 


Foz years the Russian Missionary 
Service, directed by I. V. Neprash, 
had been sending help to suffering 
Christians in Russia. Since the out- 
break of the war those activities have 
had to cease, and the Service has di- 
rected its ministry toward the reaching 
of Russians and Ukrainians in this coun- 
try and in South America. The best 
method for doing so is to mail espe- 
cially prepared Gospel tracts, and at 
present it is publishing a quarter of a 
million of them. These tracts are gladly 
sent to anyone who can hand them out. 
Gospel portions are also sent free to be 
given to those who show interest. 

A new tract, of which 10,000 copies 
have just been printed, and which the 
Service publishes with special joy and 
gratitude to God because of its value, 
is “The Life that Wins,” by the late Dr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, formerly Editor 
of THe Sunpay Scuoot Troues. Half a 
million copies of this booklet have al- 
ready been published, and it has been 
translated into seventeen languages. The 
readers of this paper know what a flood 
of blessing it has carried into the hearts 
and lives of multitudes. It meets a. spe- 
cial need in the lives of Russians, as 
responses from the recipients show. 


Tracts and Gospel portions are. free 
for the asking, the cost of their pub- 
lication having already been covered. 
The literature may either be secured 
from the Service and handed out, or the 
addresses mailed in for the sending of 
literature direct. In either case, prayer 
is requested, not for mere blessing, but 
for a full work of grace in the hearts 
and lives of the readers. The address 
of the Russian Missionary Service is 
6325 Burbridge St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

+4 


The Christian and War 


HOUSANDS of Christian families 

today are forced to face the question 
as to whether it is right for their sons 
to join the armed forces. Some are 
greatly troubled, desiring to be patriotic, 
and yet believing that the Bible does not 
allow a Christian to take up arms. 


Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, former As- 
sociate Editor of Tae Sunpay ScHoo. 





_Trmes, writer of many articles for the 
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Times, including the leading lesson article 
for several years, and‘ president of Co- 
lumbia Bible College, has discussed this 
problem very fully in a 48-page booklet 
entitled “Why It Is Right For a Christian 
to Fight.” Here are the titles of the 
seventeen brief chapters: 


Is War Mass Murder? 
When God Commanded War 
Do. Christ’s Commands Forbid War? 
Does God Command Nations to Fight? 
The Christian and His Government 
Should the Church Have Part in War? 
Christian Soldiers in the New Testament 
Strict Pacifism Impossible Today 
For Our Nation or Against It? 
Is War the Same as Piracy? 

Does War Result Only in Evil? 
God Punishes and Blesses Natians by War 
Can Christian Soldiers Love and Kill? 
Christians Make the Best Soldiers 
Do Men Turn to God in War? 
Going to War Does Not Win Heaven 
The Four Freedoms and The Fifth Freedom 


These titles show that Dr. McQuilkin 
has taken up most if not all of the ques- 
tions frequently asked in connection with 
this problem. The Times believes he 
has shown conclusively, and from the 
Scriptural standpoint, that it is right for 
the Christian to fight in such a war as 
the one in which we are now engaged. 
Here is a booklet that will bring needed 
help and comfort to many Christian par- 
ents and their sons. Copies may be had 
at ten cents each, or one dozen for $1 
from the Bible College Book Store, Co- 
lumbia, S. C.: (Pamphlets that are pur- 
chased for free distribution to men in 
armed forces may be secured at the rate 
of $5 for a hundred copies.) 


wg 


The Rural Bible Crusade’s 
Acting Superintendent 


Fo some weeks, the Rev. J. Lloyd 
Hunter, superintendent and founder 
of the Rural Bible Crusade, has been 
seriously ill and confined to the Elm- 
hurst Hospital. Though his condition 
is very critical, he is resting in the Sav- 
iour whom he has served so faithfully 
for many years. 

The Rev. David L. Forsythe, who was 
engaged in missionary work in Canada 
for over five years with Mr. and Mrs. 
Hunter, and who has for the past two 
and one half years been directing the 
Rural Bible Crusade in Wisconsin, has re- 
cently moved to Illinois, where he will 
now direct the Illinois field work and 
act as general superintendent in the ab- 
sence of Mr. Hunter. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Forsythe have had 
Moody Bible School training and were 
used in getting the work started in Wis- 
consin. Mrs. Hunter will continue to 
act as general secretary and the For- 
sythes will reside at the Hunter home 
at 410 East Illinois Street, Wheaton, 
Biineis. The prayerful interest of Chris- 
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tian people everywhere is solicited, as 
the workers seek to carry out the foun- 
der’s vision of spreading the Rural Bible 
Crusade to every state in the Union, 
and giving to every child at least a 
chance to know the way of salvation 
before our Lord returns, 


we 


Valuable Help for Pastors and 
Stewardship Committees 


AYMAN Tithing Foundation, which 

co-operates with all denominations, 
will send, for one dollar, to any commit- 
tee or individual, a package containing 
over 550 pages of pamphlets, bulletins, 
and tabloids—107 different pieces, in- 
cluding a copy of “A Lad’s Lunch,” 
stewardship stories (ages 8-15) by Dr, 
John E, Simpson, and an excellent 
Graded Memory Course on stewardship 
for children 4 to 14 years of age by W. J. 
J. McKnight, D.D. Also pamphlet, “Win- 
ning Financial Freedom,” and instructive 
circular price lists with special offers 
and suggestions for tithing campaigns. 
The price is less than the cost of pro- 
duction. Sample set, $1. 

Please mention THE Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times; also give your denomination.— 
Layman Tithing Foundation, 740 Rush 
Street, Chicago. 





[ With the New Books 


Mennonites in Europe. By John 
Horsch. (Mennonite Publishing Co., 
Scottdale, Pa., $2.) This is, and will be, 
the standard history of the Mennonites 
in Holland, Germany, and other parts 
of Europe. It is an uplifting story; also 
a sorrowful one, for few communities 
have suffered as the Mennonites and 
Anabaptists of the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries. The whole book is in 
a way an expansion of the eleventh of 
Hebrews and Menno himself says as 
much in a passage quoted: 

“How many of God’s children have 
the magistrates within a few years de- 
prived of their homes, confiscated their 
property! How many have they driven 
out of cities and countries and put in 
the stocks and tortured ! The poor orphans 
were turned destitute into the streets. 
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Some they have executed by hanging, 
some they have tortured with inhuman 
tyranny, and afterward choked with 
cords at the stake. Some have they 
roasted and burnt alive. Some have they 
cast to the fishes. Some had their feet 
cut off, one of whom I have conversed 
with. Others wander about here and 
there in want, homelessness, and afflic- 
tion, in mountains and deserts, in holes 
and caves of the earth.” 

The, persecution was so_ intolerable 
that it is a question whether these Chris- 
tians might not have been rooted out 
altogether but for one strange fact. Not 
only were they destroyed, but their 
homes also, and in the Tyrol even the 
houses in which an Anabaptist had been 
given temporary lodging. What. seemed 
to have saved them was the rise of an 
indefinite religious party in the state 
churches whose members were convinced 
that the Anabaptists were right, but 
whose courage failed at the thought of 
joining them and their sufferings. Yet 
they gave the sufferers all possible as- 
sistance, — food, shelter, warnings of ap- 
proaching danger,—in spite of the fact 
that this endangered their own lives and 
property. In the official decrees against 
them these people were designated 
“Halfway Anabaptists.” In one issued 
October 17, 1539, the Tyrolean magis- 
trates complain that “the common peo- 
ple take an entirely favorable attitude 
toward Anabaptists. They do not re- 
port them to the magistrates and. do 
nothing toward having them arrested. 
They let them run unhindered into the 
forests. Although they may not permit 
Anabaptists to enter their homes [since 
houses in which Anabaptists had been 
given lodging were to be burnt to the 
ground] they permit them to stay close 
by and to build booths and huts. And 
food and all necessities of life are 
brought to them at day and night.” 

In a late prayer book of the Mennon- 
ites these halfway confessors are spoken 
of as die treuherzigen Menschen (true- 
hearted people) and prayed for in the 
following way: 

“O holy Father in heaven, we pray 
Thee for ali truehearted people who 
love, us and do good unto us, and ren- 
der us services of mercy by providing 
for us food and nourishment, housing 
and shelter. O Lord, do thou recom- 
pense them richly with all that is good. 
And since they hear Thy word gladly, 
but have little strength to surrender 
themselves to obedience, we pray Thee 
to grant them that they may, through 
Thy Holy Spirit, have ingrafted in them 
Thy word which is able to save their 
souls. 

“We pray Thee, O holy and righteous 
Father, for all kindhearted people who 
speak well of us and show us mercy 
by giving us food and drink, housing 
and shelter. O Lord, be Thou highly 
praised for working the desire to do 


__this in them. Recompense them, Lord, 



































Lesson for June 13 


both here in time and in the life to 
come.” 





All important phases of belief and con- 
duct and experience among these Chris- 
tians are dealt with clearly and ade- 
quately. Here is a book that enlightens 
much that is unclear in the church his- 
tory of Reformation and pre-Reforma- 
tion times. And it is purchasable at a 
singularly low price for a book of such 
size and quality (425 pp.). Mr. Horsch 
deserves high praise for this accomplish- 
ment. 


The Sacrificial System of the Old 
Testament. By Walter C. Wright. (Union 
Gospel Press, Cleveland, Ohio, $1.) Mr. 
Wright, who is a member of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Accountants, has here 
given a very satisfactory treatment of 
the various elements in the sacrifices of 
the Old Testament. Taking up in turn 
the Tabernacle of Testimony, the Ark 
and the Mercy Seat, the Priests of Is- 
rael, Sacrifices and Offerings, and kin- 
dred topics, Mr. Wright shows the typi- 
cal significance of these elements, and 
clearly shows how they foreshadow the 
coming of God’s great Offering for sin. 
The author’s style is simple, yet informa- 
tive. He does not go to undue ex- 
tremes in seeking typical parallels, but 
he points out again and again aspects 
of Old Testament worship that have a 
deep spiritual application to the life of 
the believer today. He is very appar- 
ently a careful student of the Scriptures, 
whose own heart has been strengthened 
and encouraged by these Old Testament 
truths, and the readers of this book will 
find much within its pages upon which 
they can feast. The author writes with 
conviction and yet with humility, and 
his work should be richly blessed of 
the Lord to the strengthening of many 
of God’s servants, 


"41 and ’42 A. D. Cartoons. By Vaughn 
Shoemaker. (Personal Service Bureau, 
Chicago Daily News, 400 W. Madison 
St., Chicago, $1.15 postpaid.) Here is a 
collection of 140 of the best cartoons 
drawn during the past two years by the 
chief cartoonist of the Chicago Daily 
News. The Foreword by the editor, 
Paul Scott Mowrer, is such a sympa- 
thetic, detailed, and complete apprecia- 
tion of Mr. Shoemaker’s work, that it 
leaves little to be said in the way of 
artistic or literary criticism. He writes 
of the editorial standards by which each 
of these drawings is tested: “Is it in- 
teresting? Does it compose well? Will 
it make a good picture? Does it express 
the idea? Is it simple, clear, striking? 
And then the title—does it make the 
point?” And one has only to glance 
at a few of these cartoons to see that 
they do not fail in any of these tests. 
Mr. Mowrer speaks also of Shoemaker’s 
“insight into human nature”; “the charm 
of the Old World towns and villages 
caught in the ‘Somewhere in Europe’ 
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Hymns of the 
Christian Life 


A large, dynamic hymnal for 
Sere nase tes 


series”; of the artist’s “reverence for 
what is good, pity for those who suffer 
or sorrow or err, and, above all, kindly 
humor.” 
These vivid drawings, skillfully done, 
with clear, bold strokes, so that their 
ing is quickly grasped, present an 
ntertaining and striking review of the 


— Life. 504 songs. Re- 
stupendous events of 1941 and 1942. But dines." ‘Rownd note Congnes’: 
there is another aspect of them, upon at the remarkably 
which Mr. Mowrer touched only lightly —— of e 075-0 00 a Sa hundred. ‘Single copy, 65¢ 85c 
in his Foreword. gy the + see 8 Copies on Request 


Many of these cartoons clearly set 
forth Christian truth, for Mr. Shoemaker 
is an outstanding Christian. For ex- 
ample, there is one showing the cross 
standing above ruined homes, and bear- 
ing this title from the old hymn, “Tower- 
ing O’er the Wrecks of Time.” Another 
shows the three famous marching sol- 
diers of Revolutionary days. The catch- 
word is “Spirit of 76—Awake!” and 
one drummer beats on a drum labeled, 
“Courage”; another has “Faith.in God” 
on his arm; and the fife’ player repre- 
sents “Patriotism.” “If Lincoln Were 
Living Today,” is another, showing the 
great leader saying to his boy, “Son, 
before we can ask God to be on our 


ORER—(1) Comston of Cound Boots. or (2) Catalog 
of Church and Supplies. 


CHRISTIAN \N PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
1517 N. Third Street HARRISBURG, PA. 





72 HYMNS... the choicest of the favorites, 
ideal low priced book for conference leaders, 
evangelists, choir directors, song leaders, At« 
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more copies, 10c each, not prepaid. Order to« 

day! Write Dept. S 319 
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est This Helptul New Guide 


to Daily Devotions—FREE! 
@Send for a sample Copy. See its beauty and quality, its 
spiritual strength and universal appeal. New in content, style 
and size... for pocket or purse. Published monthly. 


32 Editors ... Leading Bible Teachers and Pastors 


A different writer every day of the month for consecutive study of the scrip- 
tures! The meat of God's word in enticing variety bysuch leadersas Edman, 
Lee, Riley, Gabelein, Talbot, etc. For individual and family use or for 
church distribution (5c a copy). Single subscriptions 60c a yr.; $1 for 2 yrs. 

Order today! Satisfaction guaranteed. Sample Free. 


Publishers of “SEEK”, 322 W. Washington Street, Chicago 





“I SING OF THEE” 


by Dr. Charles F. Weigle 
Author aad Composer of “‘No One Ever Cared For Me Like Jesus”, 
e@Experts acclaim the quality and the winning 
wer of its Numbers—Hymns, Songs, Solos, 
uets, Spirituals, Radio, Choir, Special, etc. 


Order Your Copy Today 


Peso gpe wi Gad 35 cow genap- stippi Cenely ond eppel- 

ing. Also o! and T cena. Wi 

thet only a mun of moch Christin. experience <u prey 

Harmonies that are and culeseeneiedies that are 

heart warming. Truly a ole you'll want and cherish. Order 
y. Satisfaction 


TRUE LIFE LIBRARY, P. 0. Box 704-8, Holland, Mich. 


Teade Repscsontative, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
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; Old Fashioned Revival side, we must first rede2icate ourselves 
i to God.” And there are others on 
& Nationwide prayer, sacrifice, and the famous saying, 
Gospel Broadeast “There are no atheists in foxholes.” 
Mutual Network and Independ- A very good use can be made of this 
ry Stations. Consult legs volume if Christian’ parents will place 
and times. it on their library tables. It will prove 
£. FULLER, Directer §‘itresistible to the young people and their 
P. ©, Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. friends, and to all visitors in the home. 















Colertad Mow Wer Tract—100 at The, $00 st $2.25, 1000 ot $8.00 
Here is a story of amazing climax. A life spared when a Bible stopped a 
bullet, and used to win a whole company! Get similar thrilling tracts 
every month through Tract-of-the-Month Club. Popular titles include 
“Battle of Savo Sound”, “Pilot over Berlin”, *‘When Hitler Meets God 
Alone”, “Extra Rations”, etc. Samples and list FREE, Write TODAY! 


$1.00 a year Club Membership brings you 25 new tracts monthly, 
FREE samples, and Bi-monthly “Tract News.” $2.00 member- 
ship—50 tracts monthly, etc., plus FREE 2-comp. tract holder. 


-TRACT-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, 322 W. Washington Street, Chicago 


Five Bible Study Books 
offered to You 
Without Money Cost! 


CRUDEN’S CONCORDANCE 


An index of the Bible by words. Locates un- 
iliar verses. 


SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY 


Brief explanations of Bible names, places, and 
customs. 


THE BIBLE TEXT BOOK 


An index of the Bible by subjects. 


THE SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 
Chain references on the great teachings of the 
Bible, with explanatory notes on the pages 
where needed. 

These books will increase the efficiency of every [| YEAR'S BIBLE COURSE 


Christian worker using them. This offer provides P 
Prepared by Charles'H. Morgan, for use with 
an easy way to obtain them. the Reference Bible. ” 


Hou You Can Get These Sooke 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these books in return for : 
only 8 new twenty-four weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1.00 each. Their retail 
value is $9.45. This offer applies only to subscriptions in the U.S.A. 


A postal card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, circulars, and an order blank. Hand the samples to a number of your friends; 
tell them what THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES can do for them, and tell them what 
youfare working for. 


When you obtain eight subscriptions, send the names and addresses with a remit- 
tance of $8.00. Upon receipt, we will enter the names on our subscription list, and will 
send the five books to YOU, postpaid. 


Please be sure to send all EIGHT subscriptions in ot one time. Subscriptions must 
be in U.S.A, only. ° 
Mail your postcard TODAY! 


. THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Then let them kegp at hand for distribu- 
tion, a supply of the leaflet 1, “14 Promi- 
nent Professional Men Look at Life,” 
which contains Mr. Shoemaker’s personal 
testimony to his faith in Christ, as well 
as those of other men, such as the late 
Dr. Kelly, and I. H. Linton. 


Adrift. As told to J. H. Hunter. (Evan- 
gelical Publishers, 366 Bay St., Toronto, 
Can., $1.) For twenty days Mrs. Ethel 
Bell and her two children, with four- 
teen other souls, drifted in the South 
Atlantic on a raft measuring only eight 
feet by ten. Mr. Hunter, editor of the 
Evangelical Christian, has told the story 
in the first person, as though Mrs, Bell 
were speaking. She and Mary and Rob- 
ert had taken passage on a freighter to 
come home on furlough from their field 
in Africa, where they had been working 
under the Christian and Missionary Al- 
liance. On the same ship were Mr. and 
Mrs. Shaw and their three children, — 
Richard, Georgia, and Carol, another pas- 


‘senger, and the officers and crew. The 


ship was torpedoed by a submarine, and 
sank one minute and a half after the 
first torpedo struck. The captain and 


‘a sailor died on the raft and were buried 


at sea. Mr. and Mrs. Shaw and their 
daughter Georgia were lost and Richard 
and Carol were taken onto the same 
raft with Mrs. Bell and her children 
and fourteen men. They had to sit up 
or lean against one another day and 
night, their feet were always in the 
water, food and water ran out, and 
sharks followed the raft continually. 
Planes and ships would be sighted, giv- 
ing hope of rescue, and then would dis- 
appear, leaving all but Mrs. Bell and the 
children in despair. She regularly held 
family prayers each morning and gave 
thanks to God for what food they had. 
Finally the men asked to be included in 
the family prayers, and begged Mrs. 
Bell to pray for the safety of the raft 
and for rain. Once when dark clouds 
appeared on the horizon, she asked God 
to send showers upon them. God heard 
their prayer, clouds covered the sky, 
and an abundance of rain fell, giving 
them all the fresh water they needed. 
Mrs. Bell witnessed to the men as she 
had opportunity, but for the most part 
their hearts were not deeply moved. 





1The folder edition of “14 Prominent Pro- 
fessional Men Look at Life” may be had at 
$1.25 per 100; the booklet form at 35 cents a 
dozen. (Distributed by. Scripture Distribution 
Society, Wheaton, Ill.; printed by Good News 
Publishing Co., 322 W. Washington St., Chi- 
eago.) 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to bay and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 
these columns? 
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One man finally did testify that he was 
really born again. Carol Shaw, seven 
years old, broke her arm when the ship 
went down, and for three weeks endured 
the pain, never crying except when 
someone bumped against her arm. 

Mrs. Bell’s narrative is a _ simple, 
straightforward, unexaggerated record 
of facts, illumined throughout by her 
calm trust in God and her recollection, 
under the worst possible circumstances, 
of the precious promises of Scripture. 
All suffered from hunger, thirst, loss of 
sleep, sores on their feet and legs, and 
from the nervous strain of life on a 
crowded raft for days and nights on 
end. The last terrible ordeal came 
when the American destroyer that 
sighted them fired sixteen shells at them, 
thinking the raft was a submarine, But 
God was with them even in this dark 
hour, and finally the seventeen survivors 
were lifted aboard the destroyer by the 
willing hands of American sailors. They 
were taken to the Barbados, where they 
rested in the hospital and private homes, 
and finally were brought back to the 
United States. After the ten chapters 
and the postscript, Richard Shaw’s story 
is given in his own words. This is naive 
and amusing in spots, yet it shows that 
‘Richard, too, who lost his father and 
mother and sister, was a true and brave 
young Christian. “I have set these things 
down just as they occurred,” declares 
Mrs. Bell, “in the hope that they may 
help some reader of these pages to take 
heart again and to ‘rest in the Lord.’” 
They will indeed do just that. These 
one hundred and twenty-five pages are 
so thoroughly interesting that one can 
scarcely lay the book down after begin- 
ning it, and the thrilling story, humbly 
fold, is a continual witness to the sus- 
taining power of God’s Word, His ever- 
lasting mercy, and the “peace that pass- 
eth all understanding” which comes to 
those whose mind is stayed on Him. 


Bible Questions Answered. By Wil- 
liam L. Pettingill. (Fundamental Pub- 
lishers, Findlay, Ohio, $2.) In what sense 
is the Bible the Word of God? What 
is the unpardonable sin? What did Paul 
mean by his fear that he might become 
a castaway? Is sanctification instantane- 
ous or progressive? Is it possible for a 
child of God to grieve away the Holy 
Spirit? “What was the meaning of Jeph- 
thah’s vow? Did Jonah die in the belly 
of the fish? ‘These are just a few of 
the several hundred questions you will 
find answered in this new and enlarged 
edition-of a valuable work by Dr. Pet- 
tingill, the well-known Bible teacher 
and writer, This volume now contains 
560 pages, 

The questions and answers are ar- 
ranged according to subjects. For in- 
stance, there are ten pages on the Bible, 
about. thirty-five on the Trinity, and 
smaller or larger sections devoted to 
such subjects as man, Satan, angels, 
sin, the Church, Heaven, hell, assurance, 
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law and grace, the Sabbath, the Resur- 
rection, Christian conduct, marriage, the 
future, and many others, There are two 
good indexes, one of subjects, covering 
fifteen pages, and one of Scripture texts, 
covering twenty-two pages. These add 
mue¢h to the usefulness of this volume 
as a reference book, Dr. Pettingill has 
a gift for discerning the real heart of 
a question, and answering it clearly, 
concisely, and Scripturally. Most of his 
a@mswers are short, often two to a page, 
though occasionally they cover several 
pages, where the subject demands such 
treatment. In one section he deals with 
a number of antichristian cults, and at 
many points throughout his book he 
shows how apparent contradictions in 
the Scriptures may be reconciled. 

Here is a handbook that will make an 
important addition to the equipment of 
every pastor, Sunday school teacher, 
Bible teacher, missionary, and exposi- 
tory writer, and to the library of every 
Christian home, in order that the ques- 
tions of the young people in school and 
college may be satisfactorily answered. 

When the Messiah Should Have Ap- 
peared. By O. E. Phillips. (To be had 
from the author, Ogontz Manor Apts., 
Ogontz and Olney Aves., Philadelphia, 
free to Jews, 25 cents to others.) The 
author, who is one of the staff of the 
Biblical Research Society, has given this 
message in many sections of the country, 
and it is in answer to the requests of 
those who have heard it that it is now 
offered as an attractive booklet. Mr. Phil- 
lips points out the prophecy of fhe Com- 
ing One in Genesis 3:15, and the fact 
that up to the time of the godly Daniel 
no one had any idea of when the prom- 
ise should be fulfilled. Daniel alone set 
himself to learn through prayer and sup- 
plication and the study of the Scriptures 
what God had revealed to His people 
concerning the time of the end, This 
is a brief and simple exposition of the 
prophecy of Daniel, with special refer- 
ence to reaching the Jews with the mes- 
sage of their Messiah. It ends with an 
appeal for their acceptance of the Sav- 
iour. It follows the generally accepted 
lines of Scriptural interpretation. 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Greet Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, by the International Sunday 

ool Lesson Committee. 
June 7 to 13 

Mon.—2 Peter 1:1-11. God’s Great Promises. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Exceeding great 
and precious promises.” The promises 
of God, says Spurgeon, are “checks on 
the Bank of Faith.” God’s name guar- 


antees their “payment” when used in 
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| “O Jerusalem, JERUSALEM!” |] 


Child of God, think on Jerusalem! 
God does. Then remember the 
American Board of Missions to the 
Jews. In an all-out abandon of 
faith in the God of Israel, this faith- 
ful and fruitful Mission stretches 
from New York to Los: Angeles, 
from London to Jerusalem. Its 
consecrated missionaries are hold- 
ing forth the Word of Life, fearless- 
ly and sacrificially. In refugee relief 
to Christian Jews, we have the en- 
viable record of operating at the 
lowest overhead cost. 

Make a contribution now, if the 
Lofd so leads you. You will receive 
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE and other 
anenves literature. And then 
you'll be glad you helped us! Try 
it,and see! Address 


American Board of Missions to the Jews 


27 Threep Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


























“America, Bless God!” 


A dynamic expose of our personal and national sins 
calling America to mtance with alarming facts on 
the drink and crime dilemma. _ Enclose stamp for Pian 
copies of this and other tracts for service men. 
evangelize our armed forces with Gospel tracts. 


WORLDWIDE MONTHLY TRACT CLUB 
©. Box 1 


Spokane, Washington - a U.S.A. 











HEAR THE WORD OF GOD 
ON YOUR PHONOGRAPH 


The beautiful and inspiring passages 
of the Bible are now available, so you 
may enjoy hearing them on your own 
home phonograph. 


Rendered with sympathetic under- 
standing and excellence of voice. 
Subdued organ in the background. 


Enthusiastically endorsed by all who 
hear these records. 
King James Version used throughout 


Complete set of 6 double - faced records re- 
duced to $5.00, includes FREE album, or 85c 
ber record. Complete album of 6 records in- 
cludes the following: 

No. 700— Favorite Psalms, No. 701 — Sermon 
on Go Mount, No. 702 —God’s Love, No. 703 
— Courage, No. 704—Ten Commandments, 
No. 705 —-God’s Promises. 





Mail orders promptly filled 
Money refunded if not entirely satisfied 


BIBLETONE, 1472 Broadway, N.Y. C. 
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God’s time and way. The promises are 
bigger and better than we have ever be- 
lieved or tested. Plead them in prayer; 
expect their fulfillment; claim them in 
faith. Pray for the publisher, business 
manager, editors, contributors, and sup- 
porters of The Sunday School Times. 
Tues.—2 Peter 3:8-18, 
God’s Promises Strictly Kept. 
PraYER SucceEstions: “The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise.” God who 
tells us that we shall give account to 
Him for every idle word we say never 
makes an idle promise or says a care- 
less, meaningless word. All the prom- 
ises of God are “Yea” and “Amen” (2 
Cor. 1:20). He keeps, in faithfulness, the 
words that go forth out of His lips. 
Joshua’s word on God’s promise-keeping 
should be read here (Josh. 23:14). Pray 


A CONNECTED Bible Study . 


“I cannot imagine a better method of 
connected Bible study than that you have 
devised and set forth i in these booklets of 
your six-year course.” — Dr. H. A. Ironside 

Samples—15c each; 4 grades 50c. 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter 


By Dr. Harlin J. Roper, om Scofield 
Memorial Churc 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, — 


RISTIAN 


. Bick, et + ete., 
+ have 1 ye to match. As a Sample eter we will sen 
~ Two or wg 








SEND AND SELL 


CH 





ends. No ex 
fit up to 100 mined prowpe SOR, line of 12 Boz 
over 300 Books and Bibles. We suggest you order 


year. 
SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO., Shepherdstown, Pa., Box 35 








YOUNG PEOPLE’S CHURCH 
OF THE AIR 


Rev. Percy Crawford 
Singers - Brass Quartet 


“By young people— 
Jor young and old”’ 


Every Sunday 4.30 P.M. (E.W.1.) 
The Mutual Broadcasting System 




















Near Muskegon, Mich. Dr. H. H. Savage, Dir. 


Vacation-Bible 


Conference 


July 4 to September 6 


@ Perfectly meets our national need for spiritual, 
mental, and oes renewal. Hear great 

ers and lea ing musicians. Enjoy stimulating 
fellowship and syevaation for all the famil y: 
wooded acres, a ~ 9 -mile of shore line. Famous 
for good f food and modern accommodations at 
most attractive rates. 


New Music and Art Schooi 


Full faculty of ten experts. One-week and four- 
week courses. Class and privers | lessons. 
Choral, Piano, Instrumental — Sketching, Draw- 
ing, Painting, ‘and Platform Technic. 


Write for FREE BE peagialed over and Masic- 


H. M. Skinner, Manager 
“Maranatha” Bible Conference 
@ Dept.s 





a 





bs in 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


for every Sunday school superintendent 
and teacher and all others who read The 
Sunday School Times. 


Wed.—Genesis 12:1-5, 
God’s Promise to Abraham. 
Prayer SuccEstions: “I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great; and thou shalt 
be a blessing: and I will bless them that 
bless thee, and curse him that curseth 
thee: and in thee shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed.” God’s prom- 
ise to Abraham included the nation, and 
Christ, and all families of the earth. You 
are blessed in faithful Abraham, be- 
cause through him the Saviour came 
who died and lives and blesses us all. 
Wicked men who curse the Jew are un- 
der God’s curse, and those who are kind 
to them are favored of God. Pray for 
Jews. 


Thurs.—Acts 26:12-18. God’s Promise to Paul. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I h=ve appeared 
unto thee for this purpose, to make thee 
a minister and a witness both of these 
things which thou hast seen, and of those 
things in the which I will appear unto 
thee.” God’s promise to Paul was in- 
tended to make him ready, hopeful, and 
faithful. God’s promises are all encour- 
agements to faith and service. Expect 
God to keep His promises. Your future 
is as hopeful as His Word says it will 
be.. Pray for all faith missions. 
Fri.—Isaiah 44:21-28. 

Ged’s Promise of Salvation. 

PraYER SuccEstions: “I have redeemed 
thee.” God’s salvation has past, present, 
and future. He who redeemed Israel 
from Egypt, Babylon, and from other 
places will gather them again, and bless 
them in their land. The future of Israel 
is brighter than the past. Your future 
in the blessing of the Lord will be like 
a glorious day following the blackest 
night of sorrow. Pray for the Jews in 
occupied countries. 
Sat.—1 Corinthians 15:50-58. 

Go@’s Promise of Immortality. 

PraYverR SuccestTions: “The dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.” God’s promise of life eter- 
nal in a deathless body, a body like our 
Lord’s glorious body, is the heze held 
out to believers. This hope is as- 
sured in Christ’s own resurrection, and 
in the promises of God. For that hope 
let us count all other prizes as nothing. 
As Paul did’ (see Phil. 3:7-14), so let us 
also “press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” Pray for more zeal for God and 
for the glories of the life to come. 


Sun.—John 14:1-4, God’s Promise cf Heaven. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I go and prepare 
a place for you... I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself.” Heaven 
is prepared and reserved for them that 
love the Lord. They are called by the 
Gospel to the obtaining of the glory of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Will you be 
there?’ Pray for the conversion of sin- 


Muskegon, Michigan @ 7€73. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 


United States and Possessions. These\ 


rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any numberof 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.15—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, Tue Sunpay Scuoo.t Tomes sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Tuas. 


Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per ccnt official rate, as it 


does, the Tmvues boars the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 


Tue Sunpay Scnoor Tres is paying the 
War Exchange Tax for dil of its Ganadian 
subscribers. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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